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By Kayle Schnell 
Technical Editor 


On Wednesday Feb. 24, the Vermont 
Senate voted 26-4 in favor of not relicensing 
Vermont Yankee for operation beyond 2012 
due to its mistrust of Entergy Corporation, the 
nuclear plant’s owner. 

Vermont Yankee provides approximately 
one-third of Vermont’s electricity demand and 

. is now under investigation for providing false 
information about underground pipes and the 
existence of radioactive leaks. 

The plant’s license for 40 years will ex- 
pire in 2012, and it has asked for a 20-year 
extension. 

Vermont is the only state in the country 
where the legislature gets to vote on relicens- 
ing a nuclear power plant and it could be the 
first time in more than 20 years that the public 
has made the decision to close a reactor. Under 
Vermont law, the plant cannot operate beyond 





Photo by James Dillon Til 
Vermont Progressive Party members Emma Mulvaney-Stanak (left) and Abigail Russell (right) toss beads from a float that celebrated the 


Senate decision not to relicense Vermont Yankee at the Mardi Gras parade on Church St. in downtown Burlington on Saturday, Feb. 27. 








S.A. revises outdated constitution 


Despite two mass e-mails students express little interest 


By Susan Boule 
Photo Editor 

Members of the Constitution 
Advisory Council slimmed down 
the Student Association’s (SA) 
constitution moving much of its 
contents to the bylaws. Despite 
being the governing document of 
St. Michael’s student government 
and after solicitations from senate 
members, students have expressed 
little interest in the matter. 

On Feb. 23, an e-mail from 
the SA was sent out to the entire 
student body. Two attached docu- 
ments included the current consti- 
tution and a new shorter version. 
The message cited the. current 
text as “lengthy, unclear, repeti- 
tive” and an ineffective governing 
document. The council’s revisions 
aimed to produce a constitution 
“that creates a transparent and ac- 
countable Student Association.” 

SA president David Hiltz said 


this does not imply that the origi- - 
nal constitution was not transpar- . 


ent and accountable but rather the 
council is making revisions in that 
spirit. 


' “A year ago there were some 
issues were brought up about 
some of the voting processes and 
some of the procedures of the SA 
people felt were unfair or unjust or 
weren't clear,” Hiltz said. 

The new draft redefines and 
outlines the duties of each office. 
Guidelines dictating what an SA 
president can do were clarified. 
Specifically, executive privilege 


was not included in the new draft. 


The council adjusted officers’ du- 
ties, eliminating the need for ex- 
ecutive privilege, he said. 

The process began late Octo- 
ber to early November after Hiltz 
called an ad hoc committee. Coun- 
cil members were chosen based on 
their expressed interest. They met 


~ almost weekly to sift through the 


lengthy document, Hiltz said. 
Junior Ryan Socha, Ethan AI- 
len representative, used his previ- 
ous experience as secretary of stu- 
dent policy in making revisions. 
“We spent hours going 
through it line by line discussing 
really everything that was in the 
document, deciding what would 
be in the best interest of the stu- 


dents in terms of how it should be 
formatted,” he said. 

Inconsistencies, _ repetitive 
language and phrases like “have 
fun” were reconciled in the: new 
draft, Hiltz said. 

“Most of it was clean up,” he 
said. “There was a lot of similari- 
ties in describing things and we 
decided to go through and clean 
that up to.make more specific and 
easier to read.” 

In addition to clarifying the 
language and doing away with ex- 


‘tras, the biggest change has been 


the set divisions. The constitution- 
proper, bylaws and policies have 
always been separate entities. 
This version of the constitution 
takes duties previously published 
in the constitution and puts them 
in the bylaws. Bylaws consist of 
operational procedures controlled 
by the senate, Socha explained. 
The revision gives more pow- 
er to the senate by moving things 
from the old constitution to the 
bylaws. This move allows senate 
members to make amendments- 


See CONSTITUTION, Page 4 
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Spectrum 


wins cash 


from Fix-it-with-Five 


Spectrum Youth and Family Services 
receives $10,000 from students 


By Lauren Chaves 
Staff Writer 

On Feb. 25, the Fix-it- 
with-Five votes were tallied, 
and the Spectrum Youth and 
Family Services organization 
was awarded $10,000. With 
the grant, Spectrum can pro- 
vide more shelter for home- 
less teenagers in Burlington 
as it now plans to build a new 
housing unit. The $10,000 was 
an accumulation of $5 from 
every student’s activities fee 
this year. Spectrum gained 40 
more votes than its non-profit 
contenders, COTS and Neigh- 
borkeepers. 

Senior Eric Larkin, found- 
er and chair of the Fix-it-with- 
Five committee, was slightly 
disappointed and confused by 
the low turnout at the panel 
discussion, he said. The panel 
featured the three non-profit 





Graphic courtesy of Leah Ziegler 
Fix-it-with-Five logo. 


organizations speaking about 
what they would do if they re- 
ceived grant money. 

“We used all forms of me- 
dia on campus, even Green Up 
and Global Studies were aware 
of our event,’ Larkin said. 
Only 18 people showed up for 
the discussion and 12 percent 
of the student body voted. 


See FIVE, Page 4 
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MISSION STATEMENT 


he Defender is the student-run publication of St. Mi- 

chael’s College. The editorial staff strives to accurately, 

professionally and ethically report the news affecting 
the St. Michael’s community and its surrounding area. 


Adapting to the ever-changing state of journalism, The De- » 
fender is dedicated to creative storytelling through the use of 
multimedia elements including photography, audio, and video. 


The Defender is fueled by reader responses and opinions. We 
encourage our audience to express their views at any time; we 
believe in the freedom of expression. 
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only for grammar, spelling, good taste, and sometimes length. 
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SECURITY LOG 


Saturday, Feb. 27 


2:09 a.m. Drunkenness: Hospital Observation, 
Alumni Hall 


2:11 a.m. Drunkenness: Act One, 300s townhouses se 
8:32 a.m. Vandalism, Bergeron 

7:03 p.m. Drunkenness, 300s townhouses 

7:03 p.m. Drunkenness, 300s townhouses 


11:04 p.m. Drug violation, Lyons Hall 


11:15 p.m. Alcohol violation 


11:20 p.m. Alcohol violation 


Tuesday, March 2 


2:30 p.m. Larceny/theft: from common area, Alliot 
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11:23 a.m. Drug violation: paraphernalia, Founders 
Hall 
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City Market goes solar 


Local grocery store installs solar panels in effort to keep Vermont green 


By Kendra Gravelle 
Staff Writer 


On Friday, March 12 at 1 
p.m., City Market will cut the rib- 
bon in a ceremony marking the of- 
ficial opening of the installation of 
its new solar panels. 

Part of City Market’s mis- 
sion is sustainability. These solar 
panels will provide the store with 
three percent of its energy, said 
Brent Demers, facilities manager 
at City Market. 

The idea of installing solar 
panels at City Market had been 
brought up many times in the past, 
but because of the cost it hadn’t 
been a possibility until recently, 
Demers said. 

City Market was one of three 
recipients in Vermont of a grant 
for a solar electric system, said 
Joe Adams, director of sales for 
groSolar for the state of Vermont. 

City Market received $53,900 





New solar panels on the roof of City Market will provide the store with three percent of its energy. 


ergy we’re using,” Demers said. 

With the help of groSolar, 
City Market is holding free “So- 
lar Made Simple” seminars once 
a month, which aim to explain 
what a solar system is, how it 
works, and how simple it is to 
have installed, Demers said. 

“We want to be a model for 
the community and help people 
understand that it is possible 
to use solar power at their own 
homes,” Demers said. “We’re 
pushing towards sustainability, 
and we want to support renew- 
able energy.” 

The energy that the solar 
panels generate will initially be 
used by City Market, and hope- 
fully will eventually tie in with 
Burlington Electric’s supply, get- 
ting sold directly back into the 
grid, Demers said. 

“If it gets fed back into the 
grid, then the rest of the com- 
munity can benefit as well,” Ellis 
said. 


from the Clean Energy Develop- 

ment Fund, Demers said, and the return of 
investment had previously been ten years. 
There is now a payback period of about 
five years. 

“Why wait?” Demers said. “If we 
were to keep waiting for more incentives, 
we would have missed out.” 

The project started in May 2009, when 
City Market began to seriously look into 
getting solar panels. They began to look 
into different companies to do the instal- 
lation, and eventually chose groSolar to do 
the project, Demers said. 

GroSolar, a company established in 


Stratford, has grown to be the fourth larg- 
est solar energy solutions provider in the 
country, Adams said. 

Adams was excited to have the oppor- 
tunity to install solar panels in Chittenden 
County. 

“Since we are a Vermont-based com- 
pany, it’s nice to get more work in Ver- 
mont,” Adams said. 

The installation of the panels began 
at the end beginning of February and took 
two to three weeks, Demers said. 

Some benefits of solar power are that 
it reduces greenhouse gasses, and it is a re- 


newable resource, said Heather Ellis, sus- 


tainability coordinator at St. Michael’s 

Other advantages include a lower de- 
pendency on foreign oil and the creation of 
jobs, Adams said. 


“There are all sorts of benefits, finan-_ 


cially and environmentally,” Adams said. 
“It’s really a win, win situation for every- 


one. 
City Market has been taking other 


steps toward being more green as well, 


including installing more energy efficient 
lights and replacing their paper products 
with recyclable products, Demers said. 
“What we are doing is continually 
making steps to reduce the amount of en- 





“T think that the community response 
to the panels will be very positive,” Adams 
said. “It seems like an overwhelming por- 
tion of the population sees the benefits of 
renewable energy.” 

City Market’s installation of solar pan- 
els is a sign of hope, Ellis said. 

“We want to keep Vermont green,” El- 
lis said. “Having a co-op like City Market 
doing this is phenomenal.” 


St. Michael’s students spread the word 


Best Buddies holds events for worldwide ‘End the R-Word Day’ 


gets mad at the computer, he’ll 
say that’s the “r” this or use the 


Students showed support 
throughout the week by signing 


By Kayla Norris 
Staff Writer 
St. Michael’s College 
joined people all over the 


world Wednesday, March 3 to 
recognize “End the R-Word Day.” 
The college held events and set 
up a pledge to inform students 
about how painful using the word 
“retard” can be to people with 
disabilities and without. 

Events took place all over 
the world and according to 
the Web = site (www.r-word. 
org) more than 100,000 people 
have pledged to stop use of the 
r-word in everyday language. 
The pledge reads: “I pledge and 
support the elimination of the 
derogatory use of the r-word from 
everyday speech and promote 
the acceptance and_ inclusion 
of people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.” 

Rachael Sparks, St. Michael’s 
Campus director of Best Buddies 
was part of a team organizing 
informative events on campus to 
encourage people to think about 
what they say and their use of the 
r-word. 

“The goal of Best Buddies is 
to create one-on-one friendships 





Best Buddies’ members try to get students to sign a pledge for ‘End the 
R-Word Day.’ From left to right, sophomore Liane Ranagan, junior Jen- 
nifer Leach, first-years Tessa Mascetta and Katie Mischke. 


between people with mental 
disabilities and college students,” 
Sparks said. “With the awareness 
campaign we hope people will 
look at them with respect and 
know that they have phenomenal 
abilities.” 

At the culminating event on 
Wednesday March 3, members 
of the Green Mountain Self 
Advocate group (GMSA), 
accompanied by Betty Milizia, 
the mother of a child with Down 
syndrome, came to St. Michael’s 


and gave a presentation about 
their lives and how the r-word has 
affected them personally. 

Nicole LeBlanc and David 
Frye have both suffered because 
of the response people have had 
to their disabilities. They shared 
their personal stories and gave 
advice as to what students can do 
to help stop the use of the r-word. 

“When I hear it, it makes me 
want to hide in a closet,” LeBlanc 
said. “Growing up I’ve been 
teased a lot. My brother, when he 


word queer, which is another way 
of saying the r-word.” 

“When I was younger, people 
used to write on the bathroom 
wall ‘I hate Nicole. LeBlanc’ 
because of my skin disorder and 
because of my disability.” 

One of the main goals of the 
GMSA group is to inform people 
of the pain they cause and that the 
word is used in ways outside of 
its original meaning. In a video 
showed during the presentation, 
it said that people use the r-word 
to mean stupid, when really it 
means slow, or a delay in the 
development or progress of 
something. 

Frye, 44, works as a 
dishwasher at Wake Robin, a 
nursing home in Vermont. At 
work his colleagues were having 
a conversation and used the 
r-word. Frye put an end to this by 
asking them to stop. 

“The word doesn’t need to be 
used because it hurts people and 
I said [to coworkers] ‘if I need to 
hear it anymore I’m going to go to 
a supervisor and say something,” 
Frye said. “And that’s where I put 
a stop to it.” 


the pledge, and many attended 
the presentation. Sophomore 
Natalie Watson attended the 
presentation because her brother 
has cerebral palsy, a disability 
affecting walking and fine motor 
skills. 

“T think that the use of the 
r-word is incredibly hurtful 
and I was completely moved 
by everything that they said,” 
Watson said. “It was really great 
to hear personal testimonies, 
especially a parent because I was 
able to identify it with my mom’s 
struggle.” 

Frye, LeBlanc, and Best 
Buddies say they want people to 
become educated and be strong 
enough to stand up against the 
r-word. It separates people with 
disabilities from those considered 
“normal,” and makes them feel 
bad about themselves. 

“Tt makes people want to cry 
and gives a negative impression 
of the disability community,” 
LeBlanc said. 
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Esteemed economist Amartya Sen to address grads 


Sen is expected to speak on the issue of justice at the 2010 commencement ceremony 


By Mary Catanzarita 
Staff Writer 


World-renowned economist Amartya 
Sen, often referred to as the “Mother The- 
resa of Economics,” has been chosen to be 
the 2010 commencement speaker for St: 
Michael’s College graduation ceremonies 
on May 13 in Ross Sports Center. 

Winner of the 1998 Nobel Memorial 
Prize for Economic Sciences, Sen is known 
worldwide for his work on famine, human 
development theory, welfare economics, 
the underlying mechanisms of poverty, 
gender inequality, and political liberalism. 

The selection of a commencement 
speaker is a thorough process. Over a se- 
ries of months, the rising senior class of- 
ficers team up with the Honors Review 
Committee which includes Marilyn Corm- 
ier, director of government and community 
relations, Karen Talentino, vice president 
of academic affairs, and Pat Gallivan, vice 
president for institutional advancement. 
They formulate a list of possible choices 
and narrow it down to serious consider- 
ations. The list is then passed to the Board 
of Trustees and if the selected speaker is 
available the final decision is up to St. Mi- 
chael’s College President Jack Neuhauser. 

Amartya Sen was originally selected 
to be the recipient of the Honorary Degree, 
which is a doctorate in humanities, science, 
or another type of broad discipline at the 
2010 graduation. 

“The honorary degree is a type of rec- 
ognition for someone who has exemplified 
some aspect of the college’s mission,” Tal- 
entino said. “In his case, he has made a 


tremendous contribution to improving the 
lives of the world’s poorest countries and 
citizens.” 

Since Sen had already agreed and was 
readily available to come to the ceremo- 
nies, the decision to ask him to speak at the 
commencement was simple. 

“When we realized Sen was. coming 
anyway, we knew we should take advan- 
tage of the opportunity,” Talentino said. 
“When we approached the students, they 
were willing to accept him so it all worked 
out really well.” : 

When looking for a commencement 
speaker, the committee is not only looking 
for someone who mirrors the values of St. 
Michael’s College, but also someone who 
will provide the students with a good mes- 
sage. 


“The whole point is for someone to in- 


still enthusiasm and vision to the students,” 
Talentino said. 
Members of the economics depart- 
ment are especially thrilled to have such an 
esteemed economist come to campus. _ 

* “Tt’s an honor, not only for the eco- 
nomics department but also for the com- 
munity at large that somebody of this cali- 
ber is coming to St. Michael’s,” said Reza 
Ramazani, professor of economics and de- 
partment chair. “We are delighted.” 

Because of the current economic situ- 
ation of the country, it seems that the tim- 
ing of Sen’s arrival could not have been 
better. The effect he is expected to have 
on not only the students but also the entire 
community is one of high standards, Ra- 
mazani said 

“When it comes to Amartya Sen, 





speak at graduation. 


the kind of influence he has had is one 
of a transformation,’ economics profes- 
sor Tara Natarajan said. “He has not only 
transformed the way economists view the 
world, but also people in general which is 
incredibly important and beneficial to stu- 
dents who are graduating.” 

Senior class President Amanda Ma- 
tonis is equally thrilled about having Sen 
on campus and believes that her classmates 
will feel the same. 

“Because of all that Sen has experi- 
enced in his life, as well as his love and 
knowledge of economics, and even his 
connection with Haiti, I think students will 
be very interested in what he has to say,” 
Matonis said. : 

Sen is known for his knowledge and 
developed theories of subjects outside di- 
rect economics, such as famine, wealth, 


Vermont Business Magazine 
World renowned economist Amartya Sen to 


poverty, and welfare, Natarajan said. 

“He makes us think about what mon- 
ey means to a person, and what the other 
things in our life there are other than just 
money and that is very powerful for stu- 
dents to hear,” Natarajan said. “He tends to 
go beyond the immediate things that ae 
us happiness and satisfaction.” 

‘Sen is excited to attend the ceremony 


f and is eager to speak to students. 
; “St. Michael’s is a very distinguished ~ 


college with a good record of a sat- 
isfaction and producing great work,” Sen 
said. “I was very pleased when I was asked 
to be affiliated with the college,” he said. 


Within Sen’s many accomplishments _ 


he often refers to the idea of justice, which 
is something he hopes to bring into light 
for the student body. 

“T hope to touch on the idea of justice 
and pursuit of justice especially,” Sen said. 


“The issue of justice, rich or poor, both 


nationally and globally is something that I 
would really like to cover with the students 
to serve as a true learning experience.” 
Regardless of what Sen discusses, the 
anticipation for his arrival is blooming. For 
many, he is the right voice to be heard dur- 
ing these economic times. But, for Rama- 
zani, he is the man to show everyone what 


* economists are truly about. 


“The perception some people have 


about economists is that we have no heart,” 


Ramazani said. “Now here comes our hero, 
Mr. Sen. They call him Mother Theresa. 
Well, I have a different name for him: an 
economist with heart.” 


CONSTITUTION: Revised by S.A. 


Continued from Page 1 


more easily within the organization, Socha said. 

Council members consulted faculty advisor, professor 
emeritus Bill Wilson during the process. 

“One of the reasons he was chosen was because his 
background is in constitutional law and has a very good un- 
derstanding of that in the real world,” Hiltz said. 

Wilson is a neutral party that can offer insight as to how 
to create a better more effective document, he said. 

The Feb. 23 e-mail invited student comments and sug- 
gestions on the proposed draft. The majority of the limited 
responses were from senate members. 

“We were hoping we would get people who have looked 
both documents over to offer feedback but we’ve received 
really minimum feedback at best,” Hiltz said. 

This is the first major revision the constitution has seen 
in more than a decade, David Schulz, class of 2011 president 
said. 

The new draft was introduced at the Feb. 23 meeting. 
A vote was supposed to take place at the last SA meeting 
on March 2. Due to lack of feedback, Hiltz decided to wait 
another week. 

On March 9 there will be an open forum to discuss the 
document. The council will entertain any questions or com- 
ments from those in attendance. 

“At this meeting Tuesday if there any issues anything 
people didn’t like or wanted to change we could take care of 
all those fixes and then send the final document out,” Hiltz 
said. 

The senate must approve the new version with a two 
thirds vote for this proposal to go any further. 

Should the senate pass the document, the decision would 
then move into the hands of the student body. The students 
as a whole ultimately decide whether the new constitution is 
ratified or vetoed, Socha said. 

First-year Josh Miranda said he read the e- -mail from. 
the SA but did not review the attached documents due to 
their lengthy size. He intends to read it before the vote takes 
place. 

“T would have to read what it says first then vote on it,” 
Miranda said. “I think if you’re going to vote on something 
you have to know what you’re voting about.” 





FIVE: Spectrum wins Fix-it-with-Five cash 


Continued from Page 1 


The Fix-it-with-Five commit- 
tee will be going to Spectrum in 
downtown Burlington to deliver the 
check personally. Fix-it-with-Five 
and Spectrum are trying create a 
service project for St. Michael’s 
students. 

Originally, the Student Asso- 
ciation (SA) gave Fix-it-with-Five 
$100 for startup costs. Larkin said 
he hopes that next year they will 
receive more money from the SA 
because it did not cover all of the 
costs. 3 

“We received a private donation 
from my parents at the beginning of 
the year,” he said. “We had to mail 
96 letters to different organizations, 
which is expensive.” 

Laura Marlow Latka, direc- 
tor of marketing and development 
at Spectrum, said that the staff is 
very grateful of Fix-it-with-Five for 
the grant. Spectrum has housed and 


worked with homeless youths in the 


Burlington area for the past 40 years. 
Most of the teenagers who seek ref- 
uge at Spectrum have escaped from 
abusive family situations or have 
been kicked out by their parents for 
substance abuse problems, among 
other reasons. Latka said that the 
Spectrum has worked with more 
than 3,000 young adults a year from 
ages 12-22 years old. 
Spectrum currently has a shel- 
ter that is used for emergency situ- 
ations only in which teenagers can 
only stay for three months. The 
shelter had to turn down 143 home- 
less youths due to lack of space, a 
91% increase in turn-aways from 





“Some kids come in here 


not knowing how to bal- 
ance a check book, or do 
laundry. We teach them 

how to be sélf-sufficient.” 


Laura Latka : 
Spectrum Marketing Director 


previous years, Latka said. Spec- 
trum plans to use the grant to build 
a new Single Room Occupancy 
(SRO) housing for teens that desire 
and have progressed to be more in- 
dependent. 

Spectrum offers the basic ame- 
nities such as food, hygienic goods, 


and clothes. They also have access to. 


substance abuse counselors, school, 
caseworkers, and doctors. 

Latka described the shelter for 
teenagers as “a place to go to and 
leave with the rest of your life.” 

Spectrum focuses on preparing 
their residents for a future of their 
own. 

“Some kids come in here not 
knowing how to balance a check 
book, or do laundry,” Latka said. 
“We teach them how to be self-suf- 
ficient.” 

Spectrum debated if it should 
create rooms that could fit two teen- 
agers or design singles consider- 
ing that the teenagers would have 
a higher success rate at becoming 
independent by living alone. Dur- 
ing the winter, the lives of teenagers 
without a home become dire. Cur- 


rently there are 25 ue adults 
on the waiting list, wanting des- 
perately to claim a place to sleep. 

“Tt feels horrible to turn away 
a kid; it’s really cold out,” Latka 
said. “When we have absolutely 
no more space left for a bed we 


give them survival kits that in- — 
clude socks, hats, hand warmers, 


food, water and blankets. I defi- 
nitely took my: family for grant- 
edas 
Sophomore Lauren Fish be- 
lieves that the $10,000 will cre- 
ate a substantial change, which a 
requirement in its mission statement 
on their Web site. 

Zielger wants the student pe 

to get more involved. 
“All our meetings are open, and 


we are always look for more input,”- 


she said. 
After this year Fix-it-with-Five 
will lose four committee members, 


two seniors and two others studying 


abroad. On Monday, there will be 
applications sent out for next year’s 
Fix-it-with-Five committee. There 


is no limit set currently, since they | 


have a low amount of participants. 
Fix-it-with-Five will be hav- 

ing elections within the committee 

to find out who will replace Larkin 


when he graduates this spring. When — 


asked about who could replace him 
he said juniors Siobhan Lavery and 
Leah Ziegler expressed interest for 
the position. 

In the future, Fish and Zielger 
will consider other non-profit orga- 
nizations for the $10,000 if they can 
prove to have the ability to substan- 
tiate change. 


— 


t isdmul suze! + OLOS .@ dowiM .vebasuT 


© f f al 
Aaavaws wa 


reheoul ¢ 
THE DEFENDER *Tuesday, March 9, 2010 * Issue Number 5 








NEws 











Dessert with President Neuhauser 


Seniors gather to discuss class gift and remainder of the year 


By Bryan Geary 
Staff Writer 


Nearly 35 seniors gathered at the Po- 
merleau Alumni Center on Wed., March 
3 to discuss the remainder of their senior 
year, preview the class gift, and have des- 
sert with President John J. Neuhauser. 

Neuhauser was a big hit for the soon- 
to-be St. Michael’s graduates, keeping the 
mood light and the laughs plentiful, jok- 
ing that the excellent dessert selection was 
what brought him out. He also had a more 
serious message for the students, encour- 
aging them to stay on top of their academ- 
ic responsibilities as the year comes to a 
close. 

“We want people to enjoy themselves,” 
he said. “But don’t do anything stupid.” 

One of the highlights of the night for 
both Neuhauser and senior class President 


' Amanda Matonis was the attendance. 


“The night went really well,” Matonis 
said, “there were more people than we ex- 
pected.” 

Neuhauser also added that he was 


“quite impressed,” with the turnout. 

Those that were in attendance were 
able to see where their class gift will go and 
catch a preview of the slide show (which 
elicited plenty of laughter) that will be 
shown during Senior Week. Students also 
enjoyed the surprise of the night -- a raffle 
for which the entry fee was simply walk- 
ing through the door. Some of the prizes 
included mini-bottles of Vermont maple 
syrup, a $25 gift certificate to Shaw’s, sev- 
eral $5 gift certificates to the Kountry Kart 
Deli, and a St. Michael’s alumni license 
plate frame. 

The night was not all entertainment, 
however, as there were several matters of 
business to attend to. Matonis urged the 
students in attendance to make their con- 
tribution to the senior class gift and then 
spread the word for their classmates to 
do the same. She then spoke about senior 
week, caps and gowns, and yearbooks. 

After the proceedings came to a close, 
the students came away with glowing re- 
marks for Neuhauser. 

“He’s such a friendly guy,” Matonis 
said. “He loves interacting with students.” 





Photo by Susan Bourque 


The senior class gift committee chose to donate a flat screen TV for the library. They pre- 
sented to their classmates while enjoying dessert with President Neauhauser on March 3. 


Senior Emma Stenberg also enjoyed 
hearing Neuhauser speak. “Socials like 
this are fun because we get to see him in 
another setting,” she said. 

For Neuhauser, gatherings like this are 
something he looks forward to. 

“That’s why I got into the business,” 
he said. 

While the prospect of Senior Week 


and various socials are exciting, students 
are conflicted about their time at St. Mi- 
chael’s coming to a close. 

“Tt’s sort of bittersweet,” senior Han- 
nah Pfeiffer said. “But I’m looking for- 
ward to Senior Week and getting together 
to reminisce.” 





YANKEE: Senate votes to close nuclear plant 


Continued from Page 1 


“Politically it’s a perfect storm for people 
who are anti-nuclear power,” said Richard 
Kujawa, environmental studies minor 
coordinator and professor of geography/ 
economics. “You don’t just have to argue 
it on the merits of whether you think 
nuclear power is safe or not, economically 
feasible or not, environmentally responsi- 
ble or not because you have a corporation 
in whom the public trust is lost.” 

Republican Gov. Jim Douglas sup- 
ports nuclear power in Vermont but said 
his administration has made clear that it 
cannot support Vermont Yankee’s relicens- 
ing without a favorable power agreement, 
a sound plan for decommissioning and ° 
assurances about safety and reliability. 

There are questions about the level 
- of trust with the plant due to dishonesty 
about underground pipes and leaks of the 
radioactive chemical tritium found in the 
water surrounding the plant, said David 
Coriell, communications director for Gov. 
Jim Douglas. 

“Gov. Douglas is committed to seeing 
how things play out over the next couple 
months,” Coriell said. “He doesn’t think 
relicensing should go forward until ques- 
tions about management and the tritium 
leak are answered and the investigations 
are wrapped up.” 

“We provided incorrect incomplete 
information to the public service board 
and that is unacceptable,” Entergy com- 
munications manager Larry Smith said. 
“We did an internal and external investi- 
gation and five employees were placed on 
administrative leave and six were repri- 
manded because of their behavior.” 

Smith says the Connecticut River 
that flows through the back of the plant 
is tested once a day but since the leak 
was discovered on Jan. 7, they haven’t 
been able to detect tritium beyond back- 
ground levels. 

There is concern about the 650 jobs 
that would be lost as a result of Yankee’s 


closure in 2012, but political science 
professor Bill Grover says initially there 
could be more jobs created than destroyed 
through the decommissioning process. 

“There are ways to make the transi- 
tion a just one as we move away from 
nuclear power,” Grover said. 

“There’s an economic advantage to 
having the plant there and we are paying 
around $13 million a year in taxes to the 
state,” Smith said. 

The vote came just a week after Presi- 
dent Obama announced a federal loan of 
$8.3 billion for a nuclear plant in Georgia. 

“The governor agrees with the 
president that there is a role for nuclear 
energy and if Vermont Yankee can show 
to be reliable and safe the governor would 
hope that it can be part of our future too,” 
Coriell said. 

Vermont has people who believe the 
state shouldn’t be generating electric- 
ity through nuclear energy but it has the 
lowest carbon footprint of any state in the 
nation, which is due in part to Vermont 
Yankee, Smith said. 

Grover said nuclear power is often 
viewed as a clean technology but really 
it’s only clean if you ignore the mining, 
milling, processing and enrichment of 
uranium. If you look at nuclear power 
through the entire process, it'is nowhere 
near carbon neutral and when you factor 
in nuclear waste, it is dirty and not carbon 
free, he said. 

“T get really upset when people say 
that the waste won’t impact us,” St. Mi- 
chael’s sustainability coordinator Heather 
Ellis said. “It may not impact us immedi- 
ately but the toxic waste will hurt future 
generations and it’s not ethical; I don’t 
want my great grandchildren to have to 
deal with that waste.” 

Clean Energy Director at Vermont 
Public Interest Research Group (VPIRG), 
James Moore said that Vermont has a 
bright future with renewables. 

“All states around the country 
should take notice about what we are 
learning here in Vermont about the real 





“Politically it’s a perfect 


storm for people who are 
anti-nuclear power.” 


Richard Kujawa 
Economics/Geography Professor 


costs of nuclear power,” Moore said. 

Ellis said the future for Vermont’s 
energy sources if Yankee is shut down 
would have to be a reduction in consump- 
tion and a combination of many renewable 
energy sources such as solar, wind, hydro 
and geothermal power. 

“We have to develop a plan for find- 
ing the 30 percent of Vermont power that 
Yankee currently provides by buying more 
power from Hydro-Quebec which now 
provides two-thirds of the state’s power, 
energy conservation and the use of renew- 
ables,” Grover said. “I am pretty confident 
that we can get to that 30 percent figure 
relatively easily.” 

Speaker of the House Shap Smith (D- 
Morristown) will need to decide whether 
or not he would like a House de-commis- 
sioning bill to be voted on. 

He is talking as though he would 
like to have the House vote on Vermont 
Yankee before the session ends in May, 
Grover said. 

Entergy will need a House and Senate 
vote in order to get the certificate of public 
good that will allow relicensing. 

Coriell said that in a regulatory 
proceeding there has to be a level of trust 
with the regulators and the entity that is 
being regulated. When that breaks down, 
the entire process breaks down and there 
are some serious and warranted questions 
about the management at Entergy, he said. 

“If we can’t trust the people running 
the plant to represent the facts and be 
transparent with the state then it’s just not 
going to work,” Coriell said. “Especially 


with something as important as a nuclear 
power plant.” 

Gov. Douglas would like to see the 
plant stay open if the wrinkles regarding 
the tritium leaks and dishonesty within the 
management can be ironed out. 

The future will depend in part on the 
corporate culture at Vermont Yankee and 
what happens in Vermont politics. 

“Douglas is hoping the nationwide 
uneasiness with Obama will translate into 
the Republicans in Vermont doing better 
in the fall as he thinks they will do nation- 
ally in 2010,”Grover said. “He is hoping 
that the 2011 legislature will be more pro- 
nuclear than the current legislature. 

Entergy is being investigated by the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), 
the Departments of Health and Public 
service, the agency of natural resources, 
the Public Service Department and the 
attorney general. 

The NRC is trying to find the sources 
of the tritium leak and the Agency of 
Natural Resources is doing ground and 
surface water tests for environmental 
contamination. The attorney general is 
investigating to see if there is any criminal 
behavior by Entergy officials. 

“Tf Entergy is serious about rebuild- 
ing Vermonter’s trust and restoring its 
credibility, it must acknowledge its mis- 
takes and make immediate corrections,” 
Coriell said. 

The relicensing of Vermont Yankee 
will continue to be a hot button issue 
throughout the next year and its future 
will depend on whether or not the House 
decides to vote on it and if the Entergy 
Corporation restores its trust with the 
public. 

“Entergy basically did everything 
wrong in the past four months,” Grover 
said. “They essentially shot themselves in 
the foot.” 
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International School of Studies hosts talent show 
Students were able to raise $800 for 16 former SMC students living in Haiti 


By Krystilyn Atkinson 
Staff Writer 


Singing out their hearts and showing off their heri- 
tage, members of the international community gathered 
together on Sat. Feb. 27 to demonstrate their talents. In a 
combined effort, students were able to raise nearly $800 
for Haitian students who studied at St. Michael’s last fall. 

These 16 students traveled from Haiti to St. Michael’s 
for an eight-week English intensive program. Due to the 
earthquake that struck Haiti on Jan. 12, these students 
haven’t been able to continue their education. In an ef- 
fort to provide them with the necessary funds needed to 
study in other countries, Professor Patricia Hoffmann of 
the School of International Studies and her class came to- 
gether to put on a talent show and dance party. 

“As we were talking about what service learning is, 
we just decided, we’re going to use this class to do some 
service for Haiti,’ Hoffmann said. 

After first hearing about the devastation that struck 
Haiti in January, many members of the international com- 
munity immediately turned their attention to the Haitian 
students. 

“When the earthquake happened we started go- 
ing on Facebook trying to locate them,” said Profes- 
sor Patricia LaRose of the International School of 
Studies, “We kept a tally and eventually, all 16 of our 
students checked in with us, one way or another.” 

Although all of the Haitian students are alive, many 
of them are now experiencing loss, including that of their 
homes. 

“One of them that wrote to me today said, ‘I’m not 
that big of a victim, I mean I’m living in the street. I lost 
my cousin and several friends. My house was hit and we’re 
now sleeping outside. My studies can no longer be pur- 
sued, my school is gone.’ So this is somebody who doesn’t 
think they’ve been hit that hard, but a lot of them are 
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Ketchup Mustatd Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, 





“When you know someone in 
one of the disasters, 
everything changes.” 


Andrea Martin 
international student from Madrid 


sleeping outdoors and some of them are not,’ LaRose 
said. 

With the destruction of many facilities throughout 
Haiti, also comes the lack of formal education. 

“Our students have a very specific need,” explained 
Christine Bauer-Ramazani, the Grant Coordinator of the 
Undergraduate Intensive English Language Study Pro- 
gram. “Those being that the universities they studied at 
collapsed, so they have no way of receiving higher educa- 
tion.” 

As a result of this, members of the St. Michael’s com- 
munity are joining together in an effort to assist the Hai- 
tian students with furthering their education. 

“St. Michael’s College is setting up a scholarship,” 
Bauer-Ramazani said. “For [the students] to come here or 
possibly, if we can work it out, that we can pay for scholar- 
ships elsewhere, for their living expenses at least.” 

All of the funds raised during the international talent 
show will go directly towards this scholarship, she said. 

Of those talents on display during the show, one in- 
cluded a fisherman’s dance from Japan. While wearing 
white headbands and red or black sashes, the Japanese stu- 
dents moved in unison imitating the daily tasks fishermen 
perform, such as pulling up ropes. Keiko Yoshida from 
Japan was one of those who participated in this dance, 
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as well as singing “It’s a Small World” in Japanese, and 
teaching members of the audience karate. 

Yoshida said she wanted to teach people about her 
culture and felt that karate was a nice aspect to show. She 
began by demonstrating simple karate moves, and then 
proceeded to pull volunteers from the audience. Yoshida 
said she began practicing karate when she was eight years 
old and has continued with it for the past ten years. 

Many students, faculty, and members of the com- 
munity showed up to experience cultural demonstrations 
such as these and to show their support for the Haitian stu- 
dents. 

Andrea Martin, an international student from Madrid, 
was one of those who came. She had a personal connec- 
tion with the situation, having known all of the Haitian 
students and was instantly concerned when she found out 
about the earthquake. 


“When you know someone in one of the disasters, ev- 


erything changes,” she said. “If you don’t know someone 
it’s like you feel bad, but for me it was like terrified.” 

Martin immediately sent out Facebook messag- 
es to all of the students seeking answers and hoping 
for the best. While it took a while for her to hear back 
from all of them, when she eventually did, she was 
very happy; even if they all might not be unscathed she 
was glad to hear they had at least survived, she said. 

Hoffmann credits her class of international students 
for taking the time and putting in the effort to make this 
event possible. 

“T can’t not tell you how much courage it takes for 
them to come to a foreign country, speaking a foreign lan- 
guage, with all of their studies and all of the things that are 
going on for them to extend themselves in this way,” she 
said. “They’re extraordinary young people and I’ll never 
forget it; they’ve inspired me.” 
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St. Michael’s student breaks world record 


Video gamer pairs up with 


fundraiser for cancer research 


By Tim McDonnell 
Staff Writer 


St. Michael’s sophomore John Bock re- 
cently achieved what few people will ever 
achieve in their lifetime. He didn’t make 
the Dean’s List, he didn’t win any scholar- 
ships, nor did he did he excel in athletics. 
Bock set a new world record doing what he 
does best: playing video games. 

On Feb. 25, Bock set the new world 
record for the longest consecutive play in 
a first person shooter game on X-Box Live. 
Playing Call of Duty for fifty hours and 
five minutes straight, Bock obtained his 
glory while facing adversity. Bock tried 
for the record last November but lost to a 
group of Canadians who beat him by ten 
hours just one week later. 

“I was pretty upset when I found out 
Canadians had beat me by just ten hours,” 
Bock said. “Their initial goal was fifty 
hours (and they came up short) so I knew if 
I tried harder I could beat them. After all, 
it was the Olympics; I think I achieved the 
gold for the Americans.” 

Bock knew that his second attempt 
would not just be about playing a video 
game for the longest hours, it would also 
include raising money for a greater cause. 
He teamed up with his girlfriend, Margot 
Manasezit and the “Be the Match Founda- 
tion” to receive donations during his en- 
deavor. All the proceeds went to scholar- 
ships for researchers to help cancer patients 
with post bone-marrow transplant compli- 
cations. Bock and Manasezit have both 
lost loved ones to the disease. 

“The second attempt was more to raise 
awareness,” Bock said. “Hopefully people 
would see I broke the world record and the 
word would get out for a good cause.” 

Bock’s girlfriend Margot Manasezit 
lost her mother from a type of cancer where 
she had post bone-marrow transplant com- 
plications. She was not taken aback at all 
when her boyfriend told her of the idea to 


raise money. by trying to 
break a world record for a jf, 
video game. ; 

“He’s a very competi- 
tive person, we both felt a 
personal connection be- 
cause we lost people we 
loved from cancer,’ Ma- {ggg 
nasezit said. “I was happy [ 
to see him want to use his 
skills for charity.” 

After | Manasezit’s 
mother passed away, her 
father and grandfather 
created a foundation that 
partnered with “Be the 
Match” in honor of Amy 
Strelver Manasezit. 

Ali Judkins, the 
event manager for the 
“Be the Match Foun- 
dation” said that she had never before re- 
ceived such an intriguing idea to help raise 
money through her foundation. 

“Tt was so neat that John wanted to do 
more than just break the record, he want- 
ed to raise awareness to help save lives,” 
Judkins said. “We’re always looking for 
people to find new, unique ways to join our 
live-saving mission.” 

Judkins stressed the importance of 
finding people who can make a difference 
in cancer research. 

“We could use millions more like (Bock 
and Manasezit),” Judkins said. “Hopefully 
the record stands for a couple of more years, 
and John can get some sleep.” 

After Bock’and Manasezit combined 
charities, next he had to find a record to 
break. Bock contacted the Guinness World 
Record company’s Web site. They gave 
him strict instructions how to properly 
achieve a world record. The company sent 
Bock an attached e-mail with a booklet and 
documents explaining how to authentically 
register his attempt. 

Bock needed to tape himself every 


John Bock holds the controller that broke a world record. 


three hours while showing the TV screen, 
a clock, and an eye witnesses to prove ev- 
erything was legitimate. Since his time 
duration was so aggressive he was granted 
a five minute break for every hour and was 
permitted to save breaks for every full hour 
of completion. This allowed him to go to 
Alliot, check his mail, and have occasional 
bathroom breaks. 

Once everything was set in place, 
Bock began his quest. Bock knew he had 
to at least reach forty hours. 

His ‘roommate, sophomore Mike 
Robinson, was not phased by Bocks com- 
mitment to breaking a world record.. He 
noticed that the second try for the record 
was much more intense and that there was 
a lot more of a buzz on the second floor of 
Alumni Hall. 

“He was committed to doing what he 
loves,” Robinson said. “He’s been training 
his whole life for this, it was just another 
challenge he wanted to beat, and he con- 
quered it.” 

Once Bock had reached thirty hours 
and he started to become a little crazy, he 
was kept in line from friends who joined in 
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on his online games. 

“Tt’s weird because the graphics in the 
game look so real, once you’re back in the 
real world things look bizarre,” Bock said. 
“T walk through the doors into Alliot and I 
feel like I have to watch my back so I don’t 
get sniped by someone.” 

With the help of friends and even local 
media outlets like WCAX and the Burling- 
ton Free Press spreading the word, Bock’s 
goal to break the world record spread. 

“I was really happy to see my story be 
heard throughout Vermont, I knew that I 
could use the publicity to help spread the 
word for the foundation,” Bock said. “Once 
fifty hours became reachable I was even 
more focused and determined and thank- 
fully I achieved my goal. I don’t think I’ll 
be in the next Guinness Book of World Re- 
cords, I know I will be.” 

“When I look back on the differenc- 
es between world record holder and non- 
world record holder I think; ‘Am I a great 
St. Mikes student? Or the greatest,’ Bock 
said. 





Gambling with ChatRoulette 
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By David Mooney 
Staff Writer 


A group of college guys are 
hunched over a webcam clicking 
rapidly to see what pops up next. 

Oh, a cute girl? She clicks 
next. A shirtless teen lying in 
his bed? The guys click next, 
that was close. A group of guys 
staring back at you? Maybe talk 
to them for a minute, then click 
next. Oh, no, another penis! The 
guys cringe while they click 
next, but their eyes are still glued 
to the screen. 

It’s not insanity, it’s Cha- 
tRoulette. 

The Web site, www.Cha- 
tRoulette.com, randomly pairs 
users from across the world 
through a live video feed. For 
the past three months, people 
have been indulging in this viral 
phenomenon. If users lose inter- 
est in the person they’re interact- 
ing with, they can simply click a 

‘next’ button to take them to an- 
other person in the queue. 

Within the past few weeks, 


its popularity has exploded onto 
college campuses everywhere, 
including St. Michael’s. While 
members of Skype and Facebook 
connect with people they know, 
ChatRoulette users enter the site 
to encounter strangers. 
Sophomore Matt Donahue 


said he doesn’t know anyone. 


who’d use the site to develop 
meaningful relationships. 

“J just go on when I’m 
chillin’ with my friends,” he said. 
‘Besides all the [penises], it’s fun 
just lookin’ at different people 
and laughing.” 

The site was created in De- 
cember by Andrey Ternovskiy, a 
17-year-old student in Russia. Its 
average audience rapidly grew 


from 100 users to over 20,000 by 


February. 

Sociology professor Vincent 
Bolduc said students are attract- 
ed to the site because they can act 
however they want without social 
controls. 

“People spend the majority 
of their lives dictated by expec- 
tations,” he said. “This site al- 


lows a loss of those inhibitions so 
people can act how they normally 
wouldn’t without any ramifica- 
tions.” 

This absolute freedom has 
its price, however. 

Junior Morgan Sullivan said 
she only logs onto ChatRoulette 
with her friends as a joke and that 
she heard some students do it as a 
drinking game, where a drink is 
taken whenever breasts or geni- 
tals are shown. 

While some students seek 
out the exhibitionist aspect of 
the site for entertainment, others 
aren’t so keen on that side of the 
ChatRoulette experience. 

“Tve only done it twice,” 
she said. “It’s pretty fun, except 
every other time we click next, 
it’s someone exposing their geni- 
tals.” 

Donahue said that live por- 
nography wasn’t the worst thing 
he’s seen on ChatRoulette. 

“There was this one clip that 
looked like a guy hanging him- 
self,’ he said. “I’m pretty sure it 
was fake though.” 


Ge 


eople spend the ma- 
jority of their lives dic- 
tated by expectations” 


Vincent Bolduc 
Sociology professor 


Most of the inappropriate 
content is committed by people 
who repeat a tape on their web- 
cam, he said. 

Bolduc said many people act 
in disturbing manners on the site 
because they know they can get 
away with it. 

“Tf they’re committing atroc- 
ities, no one can see who they 
are, and if they do they’ll never 
see them again,” he said. “That 
sense of anonymity can lead to 
unscrupulous acts because there 
is no formal guardian for the 
Web site.” 

While many students use 
the site strictly for amusement, 
the Web site www.MissedCon- 
nection.com has a section for 


dropped ChatRoulette interac- 
tions. 

Sophomore Dan Healy said 
he met a group of girls who lived 
in Burlington on ChatRoutelle 
and ended up visiting them one 
night with his friends. 

“A bunch of us: went over 
and it was kinda sketchy, to be 
honest,” he said. “There was like 
dolls with knives in their head 
and they started talking about 
the times they got arrested, so we 
left.” 

ChatRoulette’s only form of 
censorship is a recently added 
“Report”. button, which users 
click .on to report inappropri- 
ate content. However, users still 
have the freedom to do, say, and 
act however they want. 

“When those social con- 
straints are gone, many people 
interpret that freedom as the 
ability doing things they never 
could,” Bolduc said. “Maybe 
that’s why it’s attracting to so 
many people.” 
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The military attire of Joe Moore (left) and Kyle Hoseit exemplifies their readiness to leave class for duty. ~ 


From combat 
to the classroom 


Making adjustments from the military to class enrollment 


By Ashley Aubert 
Staff Writer 


Twenty year old first-year Joe 
Moore and twenty-two year old ju- 
nior Kyle Hoseit are enlisted in the 
United States Air Force while at- 
tending St. Michael’s College. As 
active military personnel, Moore 
and Hoseit could be asked to de- 
ploy at any moment. One phone call 
would mean leaving St. Michael’s 
and.in less than 24 hours, arriv- 
ing in a foreign country such as 
Afghanistan. The thought doesn’t 
stress them out, though, they said, 
as they feel ready for anything. 

Even in high school Moore 
always knew he would join the 
military. 

“Protect and serve,’ Moore 
said. “Somebody has to do it.” 

Hoseit and Moore previously 
attended the same military train- 
ing base and Technical school be- 
fore coming to St. Michael’s. 

Going from the military at- 
mosphere to St. Michael’s has 
taken the young men some getting 
used to. 

“T’m in college sleeping in un- 
til 10; this is so relaxing,” Hoseit 
said. 

Being without so many basic 
privileges for so long Moore said 
he appreciates the small things like 
a bed to sleep in, meals, and even 
watching TV. 

Used to a strict curfew, having 
no set bed time is still a transition. 

“Being able to stay up past ten 
o'clock is weird, even now,” Moore 
said. 

Moore and Hoseit have rooms 
to themselves here after having to 
share a hall with up to fifty other 
men. Hoseit and Moore both agree 
that despite not making their beds 
perfectly anymore their military 
background has made them clean- 
er. In their previous school they 
had to have their laundry bag four 
inches off of the right side of their 
bed post said Hoseit. They would 
wake up as early as 4:55 a.m. and 
sometimes even 2:30 a.m. 

Something as simple as wear- 
ing civilian clothes has taken some 
getting used to as they had to wear 
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Moore and Hoseit experience the campuses as a more relaxed atmosphere 





“If T had to do it all over 
again I would do the 
exact same thing.” 


Joe Moore 
First-year 


their army uniforms every day. 

A normal occurrence at most 
colleges, having female students 
walking on the third and fourth 
floors of their current dorm -in 
Founders Hall, feels slightly for- 
eign. In their previous schools, 
having women on the men’s floor 
and vice versa would mean getting 
kicked out. 

When first arriving at St. Mi- 
chael’s, Moore remembers seeing 
girls on his floor and thinking, 
“Oh, my god! Is co-ed allowed 
here?” 

They both agree that the lack 
of a similar rule at St. Michael’s 
has not bothered them in the least. 

The men both agree that St. 
Michael’s is a much more relaxed 
atmosphere. F 

“No matter what you do, you 
are wrong,” Moore said. He de- 
scribed basic military training and 
the “Full Metal Jacket” atmosphere 
with drill sergeants who would get 
as close as possible while yelling. 

The attitudes in class at St. 


Michael’s are different then their 
previous classes on the military 
base they explained. Students 
would never talk in class and it is 
strange listening to side conversa- 


‘tions while other people fall asleep 


they said. 

“If you. started falling asleep 
they would take your desk away,” 
said Moore. 

Hoseit added that students 
would be made an example of in 
such a situation. 

Religious professor Jeanne- 
Nicole Saint-Laurent, who has both 
Moore and Hoseit as students, said 
he can tell the young men are stick- 
ing together and describes their at- 
titude in class as respectful. 

“T enjoy the uniqueness of 
their background” Saint-Laurent 
said, it enriches the class. 

Despite the strict surround- 
ings and endless hard work, Moore 
and Hoseit both agree that it is well 
worth it. 

“T really feel that the Air Force 
has opened up a lot of options for 
me” said Hoseit, who hopes to be: 
in the Air Force for the next 20 
years. Moore hopes to earn his 
Bachelors degree and go on to be- 
come a fighter pilot. “If I had to do 
it all over again I would do the ex- 
act same thing” Moore said. 

“This made me who I am to- 
day.” 





V-Day celebration 


UVM presents Vagina Monologues 
to combat violence against women 


By Amanda Mulligan 
Staff Writer 


When one thinks of Val- 
entine’s Day, images of choco- 
late, flowers, and doodles of 
a crush’s name enclosed in 
hearts come to mind. Howev- 
er, V-Day represents more than 
just the butterflies in our tum- 
mies when spending time with 
the person we love. It stands 
for victory, anti-violence, and 
most importantly, vagina. 

In commemoration of 
the V-Day campaign, a global 
movement to stop violence 
against women, the University 
of Vermont’s Women’s Center 
produced its eighth annual per- 
formance of Eve Ensler’s Va- 
gina Monologues. 

The all-woman cast per- 


- formed vagina-related mono- 


logues to a packed house. 

On Monday night, audi- 
ence members piled into the 
Southwick Music Hall, but 
rather than attending a melodi- 
ous choral concert or a string 
quartet, they gathered to hear 
a different kind of sound. It 
was the sound of women’s 
voices performing a series of 
monologues relating to their 
most coveted lady part, their 
vagina. 

_ Emily Casey, a graduate 
student at UVM who performed 
in the show, admitted that she 
was embarrassed when first 
joining the cast of this uncon- 
ventional play simply because 
of its title, but soon, she came 
to realize that her vagina was 
something to be celebrated. 

“By the end we were all so 
excited about the word vagina. 
We said it all the time and felt 
really comfortable,’ Casey 


said. “I think doing a perfor-. 


mance with just women brings 
its own energy, and you really 
end up feeling like a stronger 
woman through the perfor- 
mance.” 

Audience members 
laughed at the hilarious an- 
ecdotes of first times, sex-ca- 
pades gone wrong, masturba- 
tion exploration, and the shock 
in discovering menstruation. 
However, amidst the cries of 
laughter throughout the per- 


_ formance, moments of sadness 


also filled the room. 

- The play helped to draw 
attention to the war in the Con- 
go 

Every year, Ensler incor- 


_ porates a new monologue into 


the play highlighting current 
issues affecting women around. 
the. world. For two years in a 
row, Ensler chose to bring to 
light the severity of the ongo- 
ing sexual abuse of women in 
the Congo. 

Congolese women have 
become caught in the crossfire 
of warring bands of soldiers 
competing for the smuggling 


rights of the country’s minerals 


used in our every day electron- 


ics, said Laurie Gagne, Saint 
Michael’s director of the Ed- 
mundite Center for Peace and 
Justice and director of the Ver- 
mont Global Health Coalition. 


“Rape is a strategy of war — 


for these militia,’ Gagne said. 
“They want to destroy the 


communities and the way to” 


destroy a village is to attack 
the women.” 

Candace Taylor, UVM’s 
program coordinator at the 
Women’s Center, said The 
Vagina Monologues is about 
reclaiming that day for survi- 
vors. 

“It symbolizes a lot of dif- 
ferent parts of being a survivor 
and the whole process and jour- 
ney around healing and growth 
and getting to love yourself 
again,” Taylor said. . 

Hannah Groedel, who per- 
formed in the spotlight piece 
about Congolese women, felt 
a strong connection with this 
current issue and the mono- 
logue helped her to become 
more aware. 

“Tt was kind of like my 
own journey through that kind 


of violence in the Congo,” 


Groedel said. “It was some- 
thing that I am not familiar 
with so it gave me the chance 
to gain a deeper understanding 
of the issue.” 

UVM donates the pro- 
ceeds to aid the Congolese 
women. — ‘ 

In support of this cause, 
proceeds from every mono- 
logue show will go to a global 
campaign and local communi- 
ty benefactors, Taylor said. 

“The global benefactor 
will go to the building of the 
City of Joy in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, which is a 
new facility that provides re- 


sources for survivors there,’ — 


Taylor said. 

“The other portion of the 
benefits goes to the women’s 
center’s campus advocacy pro- 
gram where we provide direct 
services to staff, faculty, and 
students on campus that have 
experienced sexual assault, 
rape, and domestic violence,” 
she said. 

At the end of the perfor- 
mance, Taylor called upon the 
audience to raise their hands if 
they ever have been a victim 
of sexual assault. With seven 
hands raised, she asked, who 
knows someone who has been 
a victim of sexual violence. 

With an additional 30 
hands raised, Taylor final 
asked, who will stand up and 
make sure it does not happen 
again. In unison, the entire 
audience rose to their feet. To- 
gether they stood, united by 
this show, united by the women 
of the Congo, and united by va- 
ginas. 
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ALD revamps graduate program 


Course curriculum changed to teach English as second language 


By nee Hoffman 
Fact Checker 


The applied linguistics de- 
partment’s (ALD) at St. Michael’s 
College has been the campus’ 
only major source of diversity for 
the past 55 years with more than 
20,000 alumni from 80 different 
countries. i 

While St. Michael’s has been 
recognized for its international 
hub and inviting young adults 
all over the world to partake in 
the ALD international programs, 
there is one program that offers 
the reverse. 

“Tt’s an instant passport to 
going abroad,” senior Shauna 
Harrington said. 

The diploma program, a 
branch of the ALD, certifies 
graduate students to teach Eng- 
lish as a second language (ESL) at 
institutes internationally. In fact, 
dedicating time to travel abroad 
led Professor Elizabeth O’Dowd 
to discover her enjoyment by 
working internationally. 

O’Dowd has taken the initia- 
tive to “revamp” the curriculum 
to attract more graduating se- 
niors who want to travel abroad, 
explore, and acquire a job with a 
degree in teaching English in for- 
eign countries. 

Harrington, an English ma- 
jor with a minor in language and 
linguistics, found out about the 
program in her languages of the 
world class taught by O’Dowd. 

“Someday I would like to 
teach English in Rome and this 
will definitely help me to do that,” 
Harrington said. “People have 
been able to travel and teach Eng- 
lish in all corners of the world due 
to this program.” 

Established in 1996, the di- 
ploma program has consisted of a 
six-week course with a traditional 
teaching method of discussion 
and reflection, enabling graduates 
to teach in China, Latin America, 
Japan, and even eastern Europe, 
which has become a growing 
field and moving from Russian to 
English, O’Dowd said. 

O’Dowd wants to make the 
program more marketable and 
competitive with international 
programs and condense the course 
into four weeks, instead of six. 

“Tt will be more streamlined,” 
O’Dowd said. “The theory will be 
applied more through modeling, 
practice, and demonstration.” 

O’Dowd’s goal is to generate 
more activity by applying practi- 
cal teaching strategies earlier on 
in the course as well as micro 
teaching which is students apply- 
ing the techniques and teaching 
each other their lessons. 

‘ALD chair Mahmoud Arani 
has noticed an increase in the 
English language’s popularity 
overseas. 

“English is an international 
language now and everywhere 


around the world people like to 
learn English; they like their kids 
to learn English,” he said. 


Part of the diploma’s mission - 


is to give graduates the experi- 
ence and knowledge they need 
to apply for jobs in: fields that are 
worthy for English-teaching cred- 
ibility. 
“Because English has such 
an international status now, peo- 


ple want to learn it and it’s not a 


difficult thing to find a job if you 
are certified,” Arani said. _ 
While the diploma program 
is easily accessible for St. Mi- 
chael’s students, institutions from 
around the world are associated 
with the ALD, transferring stu- 
dents and professors internation- 
ally to and from St. Michael’s. 
The. Hellenic American Union 
(HAU) is an institution in Athens, 
Greece, that will be sending sev- 
eral students to participate in the 
new four-week Diploma program 





Photo courtesy of Polly Howlett 


Students from Greece participated in the 2008 diploma program 


beginning in late June. Since 


these students have had previous . 


learning experiences with ESL, 
their course structure will differ 
from the St. Michael’s graduates 
who are partaking in the field for 
the first time, O’ Dowd said. 
Instead of one large class, the 
course will be split up into two 
curriculums to accommodate for 


the learning experience levels, 


called “strands”. 

‘Tm calling them strands 
because it’s not like part one and 
part two,” O’Dowd said. 

O’Dowd explained _ the 
“strands” will be parallel as they 
apply to the different learning 
levels and will all regroup in the 
middle of the day for integrated 
skills such as listening, speaking, 
reading and RE. and lesson 
planning. 

Strand one will be the be- 
ginner course with an introduc- 
tion to methodology and English 
language awareness, as well as 
practicum (the practice of teach- 
ing). O’Dowd said strand two will 
be for the advanced students and 
begin with classroom technology 
for young learners and grammar 
techniques. 

“We think those in strand 


two will be the Greek students, 
and the American students that 
have taken the undergraduate lin- 
guistics classes,” O’Dowd said. 
After the participants have 
been certified by successfully 
completing the four-week course, 


the diploma program delivers the 


graduates a formal letter of rec- 
ommendation that puts them in 
touch with ESL Web sites such as 
Dave’s ESL café. 

- “We don’t have a placement 


agency but we line them up with 


where the possibilities are and 
give advice as to where to look 
for jobs,” O’Dowd said. 

O’Dowd also said the pro- 
gram contacts St. Michael’s 
alumni who are overseas as well 
as other partners in Japan and 
Korea. 

Arani and O’Dowd agree 
that the ESL graduate and mas- 
ters programs the ALD offers are 
becoming increasingly important 
as English broadens its popular- 
ity. If students wish to work inter- 
nationally, beginning as a teacher 
of English can lead to other pos- 
sibilities. 


“People want to learn it and it’s not a difficult thing to 
find a job if you are certified.” 


Professor Mahmoud Aran, on the international increase of demand on English as a foreign language 
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ALD members Mahmoud Arani and Elizabeth O’Dowd correspond and connect with institutes globally. 
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Spelling Bee receives standing ovation 


By Natalie DiMaria 
Staff Writer 


St. Michael’s students performed 
their rendition of the musical, The 25th 
annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
this past weekend. The cast, consisting 
of eight talented singers, dazzled the 
packed McCarthy hall with a hysterical 
infusion of comedy and music. 

First-year Liv McCall claimed she 
laughed the entire time. 

“Tt was a knee-slapper at every 
minute,” she said. 

Sophomore Molly Magner was im- 
pressed by the performance. 

“All of the actors were such great 
singers,” she said. “They all really com- 
mitted to their characters.” 

“It was amazing!” sophomore 
Kaitlin Kaster said. “I didn’t think such 
a performance could have been put on 
by college students.” 

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee is a 
Broadway musical written by William Finn. The story 
surrounds six quirky kids as they compete in a spelling 
bee and discover that winning comes in many forms. 
Throughout the spelling bee, the characters, such as easily 
distracted Leaf Coneybear and perfectionist Marcy Park, 
learn to appreciate their quirks and understand that being 
different is OK. 

The show, unlike most of St. Michael’s student the- 
ater, had no connection with the theatre department or 
any class requirement. The director, choreographer and 
producer Josh Bardier put the entire production together. 
Bardier, a senior theatre major, has always been passionate 
about musical theatre. 





Photo by Susan Bourque 
Senior Kate Clark (from left), junior Katie Healy and sophomore Molly Ziegler perform “Spelling 
Bee” in McCarthy Recital Hall on opening night, March 5. 


“Musicals usually only come around St. Michael’s 
every four years,” he said. “I was determined to do some- 
thing musically oriented.” : ; 

Bardier became inspired to perform Spelling Bee this 
past summer, while studying at the same Broadway theatre 
it premiered in. 

“There were these metal chairs that said, ‘Spelling 
Bee’,” he said. “I would just think of all the famous actors 
who once filled them.” Bardier then began revising the 
script in hopes of bringing the musical to St. Michaels. 

Bardier also wanted to provide students with a pre- 
view as The St. Michael’s play house will be performing 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee this sum- 
mer. College students are the perfect audience according 





to junior Maggie Ecker who plays spell- 
ing bee mediator Rona Lisa Peretti. 

“The show is about kids but the 
jokes are for an older audience,” she 
said. 

By the third week of September, 
Bardier had begun working with friends 
and auditioning various characters. 
Since then, the ensemble met casually 
on a weekly basis to rehearse music. Ju- 
nior Katie Healy, who dons an afro to 
play Wiliam Barfee, enjoyed the inde- 
pendence of the project. 

“Because it’s a student production, 
there isn’t any pressure,” she said. 

In September, the cast of close 
friends welcomed first-year Sam Asker, 
who plays Macy Park. Over the months 
of rehearsal, the small group bonded 
into a theatrical family. The connection 
was evident during the performance. 

“We got really close,” Ecker said. 
“We know what to bring out in each 
other”. 

Bardier, who has been directing since high school, 
described the cast as the most talented group of people he 
ever worked with. 

' “My fayorite part has been finding a group of people 
that can share a vision and in the process collaborate to 
create something new,” he said. 

In the days leading to the performance, Bardier was 
most excited for his actors to get their chance to shine, 
while the cast were excited to present his hard work. 

“Tt was all for Josh,” Healy said. “I would not be will- 
ing to wear an afro and play a boy at 20 years old for any- 
body else.” 


St. Michael’s Chorale joins forces with Middlebury and Castleton 
Vocalists perform Chichester Psalms in Chapel of St. Michael the me 


By Kelley Bureau 
Staff Writer 


The St. Michael’s College Chorale, Middlebury Col- 
lege Choir, and Castleton State Collegiate Chorale united 
as one group of about 90 vocalists to perform Leonard 
Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms. 

This is the first time St. Michael’s Chorale has had a 
joint performance for its annual tour and members seem to 
be excited about it. Junior Samantha Holmberg has partic- 
ipated in the chorale since her first year at St. Michael’s. 

“T’m really excited about performing with the other 
groups,” Holmberg said.. “Everyone is really talented and 
the directors are amazing, they really engage and bring out 
energy in everyone.” 

As far as costs go, St. Michael’s is getting a deal this 
year because they are staying local. A coach bus and hotel 
accommodations are not necessary like they have been for 
previous tours taken, and all costs will be divided between 
the three groups, said Nathaniel Lew, director of St. Mi- 
chael’s Chorale. 

“This is a great year to do this because of the econo- 
my,” he said. “We’re all looking to save money.” 

Money may be saved this year, but Holmberg said the 
actual experience of going away on tour with just the cho- 
rale will be missed. 

“There is always so much bonding during our tour 
trips with bus rides and overnight trips,” she said. 

The Chichester Psalms were written in 1965 using dif- 
ferent passages from The Psalms, found in the Bible, that 
Bernstein personally selected. Divided into three move- 
ments, the selection is not long compared to other pieces 
the Chorale has performed in the past, lasting only about 
22 minutes. One of the challenges presented is the entire 
piece is sung in Hebrew. 

“The music is difficult, but it is not long. It’s rhyth- 
mically high and loud, so it creates excitement in choral 
sound,” Lew said. “It’s Bernstein—it’s jazzy!” 

Selections by Bach were first considered for the com- 
bined group, but because the music was so difficult, the 
three directors selected the Chichester Psalms in its place, 
he said. Although an easier project than Bach, the Psalms 
would still be a good challenge for the vocal groups, he 
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Professor Nathaniel Lew directs St. Michael’s College Chorale during the performance of Leonard Bernstein’s Chichester 


Psalms on March 6. 


said. 

As the school year began, each choir started working 
on the Hebrew pronunciations and difficult rhythms. The 
groups continued to work through the fall and this semes- 
ter, with only two joint rehearsals before the final pene 
mances, Lew said. 

When choral groups combine, students almost always 
end up singing next to someone they never have before. 
Sophomore Claire Eisenberg, member’ of St. Michael’s 
Chorale, appreciates this because it is a learning experi- 
ence. 

“Standing next to someone else allows you to over- 
come each others shortcomings,” Eisenberg said. 

. Holmberg, who studied abroad during the first semes- 


ter, had to step it up with practicing her Hebrew. 

“Nat always puts the music online for us, so I’ve been 
able to practice in my room,” Holmberg said. 

. The directors continued regular communication about 

their groups’ progress to keep up a consistent style. 

“Their collaboration eases any tension there may have 
been,” Eisenberg said. “We truly sound stunning.” 

Because the Chorale is so small, with about 30 mem- 
bers this year, singing the Psalms alone would be hard be- 
cause there wouldn’t be enough voices. 

“Tt’s really helpful to have so many singers,’ Lew 
said. uber we sound thin, it is filled with the rest of the 


group.” 
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Union makes power 


By Pierre Peterson 


It was almost five o’ clock; I 
mean 4:53 on the dot when every- 
thing happened. Until this excep- 
tional time, Haitian life was just 
as usual. While I was talking to 
some of my schoolmates about 
political issues related to national 
security next to the gate of my 
faculty, I heard another student 
calling; “Pete, Pete, we have to 
talk.” He quickly got out of the 
academic building, approaching 
me until he took my hand to go a 
few meters away in order for his 
conversation not to be heard. 

Unfortunately, he didn’t even 
_have: time to reach his destina- 
tion when we both heard a BIG 
noise accompanied by an extraor- 
dinary vibration; all I heard him 
say was: “hmm, earthquake!” We 
were forced to go back to the gate 
where we both held on to some of 
the metal structures to wait for the 
next round of tremors. This was 
also when all kinds of people, stu- 
dents, sellers, customers, college 
professors, and pupils came to 
the place trying to find something 
or somebody to lean on. Where 


I stood, I could see everything - 


around me was about to collapse. 
Everything was falling down eas- 


ily with absolutely no obstacles. 


Cars and trucks collided in the 
middle of the streets. Anyone 
who tried to stay standing without 
holding anything fell down. 





Plerre Peterson 


That’s when everybody start- 
ed to lose control and call Jesus’ 
name while tears were falling 
from their eyes. They realized that 
this earthquake (we didn’t know 
at the time we were standing on 
the epicenter) was abnormal and 
that they were finally all going to 
die. This earthquake didn’t want 
to stop... every 3 to 5 seconds it 
came back with the same feelings 
and more drama when I realized 
how many lives this earthquake 
had already taken just after the 
first round, how many people 
with severe injuries were passing 
in front of us, trying to reach the 
hospital, how many mothers who 
lost their direction, crying while 
carrying their dead babies in their 
arms, everybody believed that we 
were facing the APOCALYPSE. 

I thought about calling the 
rest of my family who was home. 
I borrowed my friend’s phone as 
mine couldn’t go through. My 
friend’s didn’t work either, and 
some more fears, wild emotions 
and stress were added to what I 


had already. The quake destroyed 
everything in its way, including 
communication and all technolo- 
gies. When you can’t communi- 
cate with a member of your fam- 
ily you think it’s because they are 
dead. : 

So I decided to walk more 
than 20 miles on foot to get home. 
I got there four hours later and it 
was only then my family realized 
I was alive. My family was happy 
because I was safe but at the same 
time sad for my 7 year old niece 
who was still missing. She was in 
a school that collapsed. (She was 
later found alive but with a bro- 
ken arm). 

While all this was happen- 
ing, we had no idea that the earth- 
quake was only happening in 
Haiti because it was our first time 
experiencing such a catastrophe. 
The Haitians really have suffered 
through this dramatic event and 
images of this disaster make our 
heart continue to bleed since the 
12th of January. 

It made me think of what 
President Clinton said “What 
took mere minutes to fall will take 
months and years to rebuild.” We 
do have a lot, a lot and a lot to 
do in order to change things. It’s 
clear that a new Haiti is possible, 
all we need to do is believe in our 
motto L’union fait la force. 

“UNION MAKES POW- 
EK? 


ections from | jaiti 








- Amessage from the editorial staff 


St. Michael’s College hosted 16 students from 
Haiti this past fall. They spent eight weeks 

on campus studying in the Intensive English 
Program. Shortly after returning home, an 
earthquake shook their country. Fortunately, 


all 16 students survived. The Applied Lin- 


guistics Department contacted all of them 


through e-mail and Facebook. Members of the 


group have submitted their accounts of what 
transpired that day through poems, journal 
entries, and essays. The Defender staff would 
like to offer a special thanks to professor Pat 


_ LaRose, Chihiro Akimoto and those who have 


shared their personal reflections with the St. — 
Michael’s community. These pieces were ed- 
ited for readability and length only. 





‘Why them and not me?’ 


’ By Andrea Martin 


When I think of something important 
~ in my life which has had a lasting effect, 
I can almost choose all of it because to 
me, all of the events, people or gifts that I 
have influenced me. But recently I became 
aware how one simple moment can affect 
all of our lives, how meeting someone can 
determine our future. I personally think 
when a traumatic tragedy happens in the 
world, like this catastrophe, everyone is 
affected because it is something important 
that can happen every day, everywhere, to 
anybody and anytime, without notice. But 
this kind of catastrophe does not affect ev- 
erybody in the same way and on the same 
scale. With this, I mean that when the event 
does not affect us directly, we feel sorrow 
and generosity the first week or even just 
three days. I felt this way during all of my 
life before this earthquake. How could I 


predict that the earthquake in Haiti would 


have a lasting and negative effect in my 
self? 

In my first two months at St.Michael’s, 
my peers in the Intensive English Program 
(L.E.P.) were from Dominican Republic or 
from Haiti, and I had never thought that 
this would be so important to me in the 
long-term. 


When I first enter this room full of 
strange people my only thought was to find 
someone who speaks Spanish or French 
(my two first languages) and suddenly I 
was conscious the whole room spoke Span- 
ish or a kind of French that I recognized 
as Creole. And for two months my routine 
was with my Haitians friends. Sitting in the 
cafeteria, passing in the corridors, talking 
during the breaks... My everyday turned 
into learning about one country which I 
had only heard about before in my history 
classes in high school and how this country 
became the poorest country in the Ameri- 
cas. But who cared until the earthquake? 
Just some few people... 

“Andrea, how was your class?” “Hey 
Andrea! How are you?” All of these con- 
versations replay in my mind. I can hear 


. their voices daily asking me questions, eat- 


ing those famous cookies with me in the 
Alliot Cafeteria, going to Church Street to 
go shopping, drinking a coffee in Rick’s of- 
fice, going to Boston with the I.E.P., watch- 
ing movies at Pontigny Hall in the Great 
Room, and just having fun together. Some 
people can think that I wasn’t close with 
all of them, and of course I wasn’t, but the 
people that we met, even if we were just 
culture partners, classmates, tutors, friends, 
roommates, host families or we just said 
one “hi!” at a party, just a simple exchang- 


es of glances with them is enough to say, I 
know about some Haitians who came to St. 
Michael’s and now are suffering. 

Before, when something like that hap- 
pened; I just watched the news, talked about 
it and continued with my life. I know this is 
very sad, but now I can feel how humanity 
is. Also, I can perfectly feel the catastro- 
phe in my own skin and I have this feel- 
ing of impotence. My situation completely 
changed after the earthquake. I could not 
sleep well; the stress invaded me and the 
just and simple thinking about my friends 
there was horrible and I remember how 
my eyes sought their faces in CNN news 
while I was home in Spain in the Christ- 
mas break, and how even my appetite de- 
creased. Moreover, one begins to feel bad 
and asks questions like “why them and 
not me?” “What should I do?” And in my 
case my daily dreams transformed to bad 
dreams about them. And suddenly I see my 
friend Hollando in the news saying hello 
to his friends at St. Michael’s and my heart 
compressed saying “he is alive!” 

Actually I know that 15 of 16 of my 
friends are alive and I think that this is 
very lucky situation, but where is the last 
one? What is he doing in the middle of this 
desperation? Is he alive? I asked myself 
questions every day while I studied, slept, 
or worked or just sat thinking. A friend 


of mine knows them too and her feelings 
when we talk about it are positive and 
hopeful, but later, when I am thinking by 
myself (and I think she does too) I just can- 
not avoid thinking the worst. While I am 
working on this essay, actually this is my 
third draft, I know now that all the Haitians 
are alive. I do not know if you know this 
feeling when someone tells you “I am fine” 
and you know that this is not true. When 
one of them tells me this I think “I am glad 
you are fine!” but in reality they are not 
fine. They are alive but not fine. 

The earthquake in Haiti made me 
aware of how people are and how they 
work in their minds nowadays, and how 
I was before it, exactly like them. Now I 
have grown with it and maybe even ma- 
tured a bit. I try to deal with and send all 
of my help and hopes to them and in the 
future, I want do it physically, go to those 
places when people suffer and use all of 
my knowledge to help them. Finally, I still 
wonder if these events are going to one 
day change and open the eyes of human- 
ity, which, I think is still sleeping in front 
of these tragedies even if they continue to 
grow in weight, size and still affect most 
the poorest people in the worst parts of the 
world. 





Channeling Stephanie Tanner | A birthday Ill remember 


ow rude!” Ah yes, the infamous 
Hai Tanner quote. What con- 

stitutes being rude? It’s different for 
everyone. For her, it was someone hanging 
the phone up on her. 

For me, it’s not turning on your direc- 
tional while you’re driving. It’s so easy! It’s 
hard to understand why people don’t do it. 
How am I supposed to know that you’re 
turning right? Flip the switch— it’s not that 
hard. 

You know what else 
is rude? Bragging. Con- 

gratulations, you got a 
98 on your wicked hard 
French test, but please 
don’t rub it in my face. 
Merde. Also-a rude type 
of bragging is when 
you're really good at a 
sport and you make sure 
everyone knows it. Like 
most of the football play- 
ers from my high school, 
they all thought they were 
God’s gift to Earth be- 
cause they happened to be good looking and 
could throw a football. Big deal. 

Some types of bragging are ok. Like if 
you just played a video game for 50 hours 
to beat a world record (cough John Bock 
cough). That’s pretty cool; I’ll let you tell me 
how awesome you are for that. 

Perhaps the most rude thing of all is 
happening right here in our own dorms. Not 
showing respect to any of the custodial staff 
is just downright impolite. I walk out.of my 
room and there are beer cans littered across 
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the floor, and boxes of uneaten wings spill- 
ing out of the trash can. Here’s what to do, 
it’s fairly simple; Put your trash in a plas- 
tic bag, and if you see that the trash over- 
flowing, just push it down with your foot. It 
makes more room. Also, if you do have cans, 
there is a recycling bin located in the same 
place for your convenience. And in regards 
to the bathroom, I know how gross girls can 
get, and I’ve seen how dirty boys can get. It’s 
not a pleasant sight. Would you want to be 
the one to clean up your mess? Me either. So 
flush your situation away, no one else wants 
to see what you do in the toilet. 

With the “Spread the Word to End the 
Word” table set up in Alliot, it should make 
you think. Saying the “r” word is not re- 
spectful. To put someone down by telling 
them they remind you of a mentally disabled 
person is rude. My good friend’s cousin has 
Down syndrome and she takes major offense 
when people use that word, and immediately 
stands up for her family. 

I realize I’m being slightly rude in this 
article, but I’m sorry. 

So the next time you’re driving and you 
go to take that left hand turn, remember to 
put your directional.on. And clean up after 
yourself in the dorms. It'll make someone’s 
life easier, trust me. 





Meghan O’Brien is a sophomore journalism 
major. Contact her at mobrien7@smcvt.edu 
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Rudeness 





n March 10, I wall make the final 
leap into adulthood by turning ~ 


21 years old. However, unlike 
many my age, I will not be chugging 
beer, downing tequila shots, or barhop- 
ping on this landmark day. 

Every weekend on campus I always 
seem to have at least one conversation 
with a friend that will go like this: “Hey, 
any plans for the weekend?” “Well, so- 
and-so is having their 21st birthday so ... 
.” There’s no need to explain any further. 
Obscene amounts of alcohol will be con- 
sumed, and a sizable wad of cash will 
disappear from the barhopping that will 
take place that weekend. 

But is getting 
blitzed to the point 
of not remember- 
ing a very important 
milestone really that 
great? To me, the 
typical 21st birthday 
celebration is the an- 
tithesis of what turn- 
ing 21 is all about. 
On this birthday we 
are allowed to legally 
purchase and imbibe 
in alcoholic beverag- 
es, yet as soon as we 
are granted this privi- 
lege, we immediately 
abuse it. 

Being mature isn’t about acquir- 
ing the permission to do something; it’s 
about the ability to know how to use that 
privilege correctly. _ 

Much of the time, students are exu- 
berant and thrilled to get hammered when 
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they turn 21. Studies show that many 


college students get absolutely smashed 
on their 21st birthday. In 2008, a study 
done by the University of Missouri, en- 
titled “21st Birthday Drinking: Extreme- 
ly Extreme,” showed that 83 percent of 
students consumed at least some alcohol 
on their 21st birthday. 49 percent of men, 
and 35 percent of women had estimated 
their blood alcohol content (BAC) to be at 
0.26, which is over three times the legal 
limit of intoxication. At this level, most 


people experience a blackout for some: 


portion of time, essentially erasing a part 
of their memorable day. 





Like many underage college stu- 
dents, I have drank to the point of “feel- 
ing it.” There have even been a few 
nights where my memory of the things 
I had done was hazy the morning after. 
But why drink to the point where I can’t 
recall such a great day? After all, subse- 
quent to next Wednesday, the only birth- 
days I will look forward to for new privi- 


leges are 25 when I can rent a car, and 50 


when I get my prostate exam. 

If abusing a privilege as soon as it 
becomes available to us is the epitome 
of “mature”, then let me be immature on 
my birthday. Take me to play laser tag! 
Let’s eat crappy pizza and go bowling 


with bumper lanes. That’s how I want to 


spend my birthday. 
I’m not arguing that drinking alco- 
hol is a bad thing to do. Chances are I 
will buy a beer for myself on my birth- 
day. But on Wednesday, all that I need to 
make my birthday great are my friends, 
being complete morons like we usually 
a Saas So ioe 
Many people would disagree with 
me and say that it’s an American custom 
to go absolutely crazy on one’s 21st birth- 
day. Because one is now allowed into any 
establishment, bar, or restaurant, going to 
one of those previously off-limits places 
can be a way to celebrate. For thousands 


upon thousands of years, alcohol has 


been there during times of celebration, 
so it only seems logical that it should be 
there during the celebration of its legality 
for someone. ; 

To that, I say why should I follow 


what custom dictates? IfI turn 21 and am - 


finally “mature” enough to drink, I can 
make the mature decision to have a Bud 
Light if I want to, or not have one, if I so 
please. 


Although on March.10 it will be my ~ 


legal right to drink as much as I want, 
I will choose to abstain from that. Some 
good friends, good food, and a couple of 
bucks for laser tag are all I need to make 
my 21st birthday one that I will without a 
doubt remember. 





Bobby Gaglini is a junior journalism ma- 
jor. Contact him at rgaglini@smcvt.edu.. 





This week’s rude cartoons were drawn by junior Denelle Noyes. 


Our Next Naked T. iii. : 
The birds and the bees 


Submit contributions to magazine@smcvt.edu by 
Friday, March 26 to see them in our next issue! 


 —_ 
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“The sun.” 


Lauren Burghard, ’11. 


Patrick Knapp, ’13 





“The weather.” 


Laura Backman, ’12 





-| “Golf season.” 





Nick Angelo, ’12: 


“My birthday.” 


Lindsey Keating, ‘11 


“To go to Mexico with all of 
my friends.” 


Lauren Levin, 13 


“Less clothes.” 


Eamon Khalha, ’12 


“Spring skiing.” 


Jessica White, '13 


“Mating season.” 


Shelby Superneau 
and Katie Healy, "11 


“Walk around downtown.” 


























Photo by Susan Bourque 


Vermont’s largest model train show took place at the Champlain Valley Expo Center in Essex Junction on March 
6. Many intricate train sets were displayed during a day-long event sponsored by Northwestern Vermont Model 


Railroad Society. 








HOROSCOPES 


Astrological predictions by Mia Weber 


LIBRAS (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 


It’s time to update your wardrobe for 
spring. Big sweaters and furry hats are out 
and delicate florals are in. Think about it. 


SCORPIOS (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 


After last weekend you might want to do 
some strategic de-tagging of Facebook 
photos. Yikes, you like to get wild, don’t 
you? : 


SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 


| Know you're really distraught about the 


Pussycat Dolls breaking up. The only cure 
for your heartache is time and listening to 


“Dontcha” on repeat. 


CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 


How is someone as witty, attractive and 
hilarious as you still single? Maybe you 
should try to meet people in places other 
than Alliot and the 300’s field... 


AQUARIUS: (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 


This is the perfect month for you to explore 
the depths of your secret magical powers. 
Gee, it’s really cool that you can transform 


into a flying horse, I’m jealous. 


PISCESS (Feb. 19-March 20) 


This might be a rough week for you. Pre- 
pare yourself for being the person who 
accidentally drops their dishes in Alliot 
and gets stared down by everyone in the 


room. 


ARIES: (March 21-April 19) 


It’s nice that you-want to spice up your vo- 
cabulary, but make sure you know the defi- 
nitions of all the big words you’re throwing 
around. There’s a fine line between pseu- 
do intellectual and actual-stupidity- 


TAURUS: (April 20-May 20) 


Like Beyonce says: “I can see your halo.” 
You have been looking radiant lately; 
what’s your secret? 


GEMINI; (May 21-June 20) 


Try not to get too upset over the fact that 
your independent YouTube movie didn’t 
win an Oscar this year. The Academy will 
recognize your brilliance someday. 


CANCER: (June 21-July 22) 


If you’ve been feeling bothered lately, just 
take a moment to go sit in a tree by your- 
self, write Some poems in your journal and 


just brood in sexy vampire-ish way. 


LEOs (uly 23-Aug. 22) 


Spotted: Your Alliot crush making out with 


a stranger in the 3’s. Face facts, it’s not 
gonna happen so you better find someone 
new to stalk from afar. 


VIRGO: (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 


Stop whining about your made up prob- 
lems and do something. It’s never too soon 
to start reading self-help books and trying 
new-age crystal therapies. 


14 





What happened to Facebook? 


college students had access to Face- 

book. Those days are long gone. Now 
your nosy uncle, that crazy lady you used 
to baby sit for and even the guy you met 
for an interview last week are asking to 
be your “friend”. Here’s the dilemma: do 
you accept? Of os. EE 
you do, because if you 
were to say no they 
would suspect you 
were hiding some- 
thing. If you’re an 
average college stu- 
dent, you probably 
do. So go ahead and 
click “accept: limited 
profile” so that you 
restrict and regu- 
late what these new 
friends can see. After 
all, according to Face- 
book “user privacy has 
always been a top priority for the com- 
pany.” News flash: Facebook privacy is 
non-existent. 

According to Facebook there are 
currently more than 400 million active 
users. More than three billion pictures 
are uploaded to Facebook every month. 
Many of these uploaded pictures high- 
light America’s favorite college past 
time: drinking. Many of these pictures 
feature “slob-kabobs”- sloppy, drunk, di- 
sheveled souls. I know for a fact that the 
slob-kabob I saw dancing on the tables 
last weekend is in the top of her class. 
Odds are many Facebook savvy poten- 
tial employers will see messy photos 
of her and might disregard her applica- 
tion. They will assume that this wild girl 
is headed for rehab, when she probably 
drinks no more than any other college 
student. So all of those all nighters in the 
library and the four years she spent per- 
fecting her 3.9 GPA then go out the win- 
dow. No way can a part-time slob-kabob 
be a good employee. ; 

There need to be boundaries be- 
tween work life and social life because 
who we are at work is not who we are at 
home. When I go to my doctor’s office I 


[ones the good days when only 
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don’t ask him what he did that weekend,- 


because I don’t doubt his abilities. As 
long as he isn’t drunk when examining 
me, it is fine with me that he had one too 
many martinis on Saturday night. But if 
he posted risqué or outrageous pictures 
on Facebook that were taken when he 
was in his twenties people would prob- 
ably start doubting his abilities. I can’t 
judge him for his past or his personal life 
if it doesn’t affect his work. So stop judg- 
ing my generation for ours. 

Facebook was non-existent for past 
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Unimpressed with NBC 


generations; they can leave their twenties 
behind. My generation will always be at- 
tached to those albums titled something 
like “how wasted were we?” 

So now all that’s left to do is delete 
your account if you’re concerned right? 


You would think all of your shady posts. 


and scandalous pictures would be un- 
traceable, but you would be horribly 
wrong. Facebook will kindly offer to de- 
activate your account, but will not delete 
it. Deactivated accounts are still trace- 
able because Facebook servers maintain 


copies of each current and deactivated 


account. So pray quickly for a miracle 
before you lose out on that dream job.you 
just applied for. 

There have been hundreds of arti- 
cles published about employers banning 
Facebook or employees losing jobs be- 
cause of their accounts. There might be 
hope for the future and it comes in the 
form of Mangus Wallin. Twenty-six-year 
old Wallin founded the Facebook group 
“How to permanently delete your Face- 
book account”. Wallin’s group provides 
steps for users to follow to permanently 
delete their accounts. The group current- 
ly has more than 42,000 members. Ac- 
cording to Wallin there is a way to stop 
the madness and erase yourself from 
Facebook’s past, but as tempting as it 
sounds we are not ready yet. Facebook 
has to run its course; we aren’t ready 
to lose track of that friend from middle 
school or give up our chance to stalk 
our arch nemesis. That doesn’t mean we 
don’t care about that dream job as much 
as we thought. We simply convince our- 
selves that the only thing being looked at 
is our resume. 

So maybe you got a little crazy last 
year on P-Day, St. Michael’s “Prepara- 
tion Day” (also known as “party day”) 
and you can’t get yourself to untag those 
wild photos because they are just so 
damn hilarious. Maybe every day for 
you is P-Day and you are on the straight 
and narrow path to rehab. Regardless of 
what these scandalous pictures portray, 
do they do not necessarily define charac- 
ter. How could they, when they only rep- 
resent your behavior ten percent of the 
time. So don’t worry future employers, 
I will be going out this Friday and Sat- 
urday night, hopefully ’ll even hang out 
with the future CEO of your fortune 500 
company. So give her resume a second 
look. I will warn her to dodge those cam- 
eras for you so you don’t get the wrong 
idea about her work ethic. 





Eda LaPlaca is a junior journalism ma- 
jor. Contact her at elaplaca@smcvt.edu. 





am an Olympics junkie. Whether shar- 
ing the joy of the young figure skaters, 
trying to understand how the absurd 
sport of curling works, or admiring the 
good looks of Apolo Ohno and Shawn 
White, I.enjoy all facets of the games. But 
the Olympics are now over and the world 


‘must patiently wait two years for the sum- 


mer games in London. 

Despite my love for the Olympics, 
NBC’s coverage of Vancouver has left me 
feeling empty. The network paid $2 billion 
to secure a monopoly over the 2010 win- 
ter games, and the 2012 summer games. 
The company used this power in the 
most profit-producing way, which robbed 
viewers of having a completely fulfilling 
Olympics experience. 

Here’s the problem: NBC pre-record- 
ed events and waited to broadcast them 
at prime time. Anyone who went online, 
or flipped past ESPN or Canadian Televi- 
sion (CTV), instantly had the excitement 
ruined. This took away all of the sus- 
pense, thrill and anticipation that brings 
the Olympics to life. 

The coverage of the games was also 
embarrassingly ethnocentric. When the 


_ Jamaicans entered at the opening cer- 


emonies, I was astonished by announcer 
Bob Costas’ comment 
that they “will not be 
much of a factor.” He 
invalidated the values 
of good sportsman- 
ship and international 
cooperation that the 
Olympics embody. 
Granted, this is a 
United States broad- 
casting company, 
but the Olympics are 
supposed to be about 
bringing the world 
together, not belittling 
competitors. The cam- 
era was constantly focused on Americans, 
telling their stories and glorifying their 
successes. This was especially apparent 
in figure skating and ice dancing. Unless 
an international superstar took the ice, 
NBC only showed American’s waiting to 
receive their scores. For other countries, 
results were merely mentioned in passing. 
When American skater Evan Lysacek 
won, one commentator said “the right 
man won, obviously.” At times I felt the 
network stepped beyond the boundaries 
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of competitiveness and ethnocentricity, 


and into the realm of insolence. - 

Then we’ve got the Olympics beauty 
pageant. An overwhelming amount of 
time was spent on close-ups of blonde fe- 
male athletes. Were cameramen told to get 
as many close-ups of hot blondes as pos- 


sible? Although this is merely anecdotal 
and there is no statistical data, if you type 
the word “blonde” into the nbcolympics. 
com search bar a page of articles pop up. 
Try searching “brunette,” “brown hair,” 
or any other synonym, and one or two 
stories appear. NBC seems to think that 
being blonde is an important factor in an 
Olympic athlete, so much so that it even 
needs to be mentioned in news stories. 
Lastly, the drama needs to be toned 
down. Figure skating has transformed 
into a soap. opera. People love the drama, 
it raises ratings, but it also exploits the ath- 
letes for network profit. The pressure Kim 
Yu-Na feels from her home country of 
Korea to bring home the gold, became the 
launching point for announcers to discuss 
her nearly fatal battle with anorexia. If the 
sob stories aren’t enough there is always 
the “kiss-and-cry” area after skating. That 
is the bench where skaters embrace coach- 
es after a good performance, or cry after 
a bad one. The term was coined in 1983 
and is now officially in the International 
Skating Union regulations. Watching the 
skaters break down after a bad perfor- 
mance makes me cringe. Or worse, see- 
ing someone hopeful, feeling they skated 
well, and watching them deflate when 
their number is announced. This is pres- 


ent in sports besides figure skating. They ~ 


replay ski crashes to the point where. it is 
painful to the viewer, and then zoom in 
on disappointed or injured athletes. I don’t 
believe anyone, especially someone who 
has been training their whole life for that 
one moment, wants their tragic downfall 
on repeat. ; 

So for the 2012 summer games in 
London, perhaps NBC can learn from 
Vancouver’s mistakes. Of course Ameri- 
can’s want to hear about U.S. athletes, and 
celebrate their victories with them, but this 
is possible without the bias and ethnocen- 
tricity that prevailed in this year’s games. 
More live coverage and fewer pre-record- 
ed snippets, interrupted by commercials, 
would make for-easier, less disappointing 
viewing. NBC could replay the highlights 
during prime time, but for those of us who 
enjoy excitement and surprise, live cover- 
age should be an option. I don’t want to 
know Lindsay Vonn crashed, or see Bode 
Miller’s first run posted all over the inter- 
net, before it is on TV. Luckily, Canadian 
Television (CTV) played downhill live. In 
fact, CTV had much more live coverage 
on TV and online, but I don’t think NBC 
would want to start losing viewers to a 
foreign broadcasting company. 





Samantha Merrill is a sophomore jour- 
nalism major. Contact her at smerrill@ 
smcvt.edu 
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‘Searching for safety in the blue lights 


curity which keeps students and faculty’s minds at 

ease. When I turn myself 360 degrees on any part 
of main campus, I can see a blue light in almost every di- 
rection, letting me know that fare —_—_—— 
strikes help is only minutes away. Trav-  , “ves" 
el to North campus, and the same blue eohumnist 
blanket of comfort is no longer around 
to keep you warm and safe. 

The voyage from Linnehan Hall 
to Sloane Art Center, Purtill Hall, 
Hamel Hall or Ethan Allen apart- 
ments lacks the “blue light district” 
ambiance which keeps threats at bay. 
A once seemingly easy walk during 
the day is now shadowed with the fear 
of “what if”. 

While voyaging around North cam- 
pus to spot and map out the blue lights, 
I came to the very sad conclusion that 
there is only one standing blue light, and one attached to a 
building. Linnehan is the only building on North campus 
which shines blue in the dead of night. The other blue light 
is located in the back of Ethan Allen apartments. Pur- 
till and Hamel are only equipped with emergency boards, 
which have an emergency button with a keypad but no blue 
light and are conveniently placed in the back of the build- 
ing. 

The walk is approximately two to five min- 
utes long depending on what building I am travel- 
ing too. But when I am alone or unprotected, the walk 
can feel like a lifetime with insecurities in every step. 

While the night sky is clear, the sidewalk is 
swamped with melted snow, leaving the path obstructed 
and unsafe to walk on. Seeing as I don’t enjoy wet and 
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soggy shoes, I have no other choice but to walk in the street 
where the risk is slightly higher. At least my shoes will be 
saved. 

A question I have been asking myself since moving to 
North campus this year is why is there a deficiency of them 
up north but an overabundance on Main campus. 

St. Michael’s Web site says that there are 53 emergen- 
cy phones, including blue lights and emergency boards, 
located on campus. What they fail to specify is that the 
most of these phones are located on Main campus, as in- 
dicated by the map provided on the Web site. In fact, the 
map doesn’t even show North campus and the locations of 
the emergency phones and blue lights. 

When I asked Peter Soons, head of Security, about the 
emergency blue lights on campus he said: “These phones 
are placed about campus with safety and convenience in 
mind. They are located on commonly traveled routes, in 
parking lots and on campus buildings. 

This statement had me oddly baffled as almost ev- 
erything he said doesn’t apply to North campus. Does St. 
Michael’s not see North Campus as a commonly traveled 
route, or have we been forgotten? 

However, there may be one reasonable explanation to 
the lack of blue lights on North campus, the infrastructure. 
Because the buildings on North campus are so old, it’s 
hard to properly wire and power the emergency phones. I 
will not accept it as an excuse. 

Students take a bigger risk in their safety when they 
choose to reside up north. The area surrounding the dorms 
on North campus is filled with “outsiders”, people we can- 
not totally trust with our safety. With all of the foot traffic 
between our homes, it’s unsure to say who is safe and who 
is dangerous. With that, I believe there is only one solution 
to the fear present on north campus, more blue lights. 

Although I cannot morally say and justify that every- 


one passing through North campus is a threat to my secu- 
rity as well as my fellow schoolmates, I am still concerned 
for the lack of precautions the school has set in place for 
its students. St. Michael’s College is here for its students 
to learn, but while we are going through that process it is 
the schools predetermined duty to protect us from outside 
harm. Ifa simple walk home feels in any way like a scene 
from “Texas Chainsaw Massacre,” then the school simply 
isn’t doing their job to protect us. 





Sarah Silverman is a junior journalism major. Contact her 
at ssilverman@smcvt.edu 














The future is in the eyes 
of the innovators. 


Create. Collaborate. Innovate. 


Are you ready to write the next chapter of the 
digital revolution? Champlain's residential 
Master of Fine Arts (MFA) has been designed 
for a select group of individuals who are 
ready to explore the bounds of their own 
creativity, develop the skills to master the 
technology, and flourish in a collaborative 
environment. Envision your future with us. 


AUGMENTED REALITY EXPERIENCE 
An Individualized Interactive Web Experience 


To learn more about our MFA in Emergent Media, 
visit our augmented reality experience 


at emergent.champlain.edu 
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Graduate Studies 
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Anyone can contribute to The Naked Opinion! Submit 
your columns, photos, artwork, or poetry to magazine@ 


smcevt.edu to have them seen in our next issue! 
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A review: Spelling Bee _| YouTubing into college 


ast Friday (and Saturday) I saw the most 
enjoyable student theater production I’ve 
experienced during my time at St. Mi- 
chael’s. Not since The Laramie Project in 2007 
have I been so enthralled in seeing my fellow 
students perform in the McCarthy Arts Center. 

Directed, choreographed, and produced by 
senior Josh Bardier, The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee accomplished what most 
plays on small college campuses rarely do: It 
rendered me completely unaware that I was 
watching my peers. 

Instead, I found my- 
self immersed in the char- 
acters competing for the 
title of top speller. 

The ensemble pre- 
sented the concert version 
of William Finn’s musical. 
Even though the perfor- 
mance lasted little more 
than an hour, each cast 
member made a palpable 
connection with the audi- 
ence. 

Both times I saw the 
show, I knew’! need only 
turn my attention to Ka- 
tie Healy when I wanted 
a sure laugh. Embodying 
the antics of the bizarre, overly confident, and 
supremely afro’d William Barfée, virtually ev- 
ery line Healy delivered was met with laughter. 

The same goes for Nathaniel Beliveau’s 
portrayal of Leaf Coneybear. He mastered the 
eccentricities of a spacey lad whose family re- 
peatedly reminds him that he is a “dumb kid.” 
But the nose-picking and cape-twirling can’t 
hide that this kid loves to spell— and is actually 
quite good at it when not side-tracked by juice 
boxes or his own hair. 

A more sardonic humor was provided by 
Brendan O’Leary as Douglas Panch, the dis- 
passionate, somewhat inappropriate, yet sur- 
prisingly generous Vice Principal. Also in the 
vein of dead-pan humor was Sam Asker, who 
nailed her role of Marcy Park. This robotic and 
overachieving child insists everyone knows that 
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she does not speak five languages (in fact, she 
speaks six). 

The ensemble’s execution of Bardier’s crisp 
choreography offered the perfect movement for 
the youthful numbers and the cast members 
played off one another in the most jovial man- 
ner, leaving an all but permanent smile on my 
face throughout the performance. 

Perhaps what impressed me most about 
Spelling Bee was how it sounded. The vocal 
quality of many student-produced musicals is 
often hit or miss, whereas every song belted at 
the bee was extremely pleasing to the ear. Each 
number showcased the performers’ talents, from 
Molly Ziegler trilling with Logainne Schwart- 
zandgrubenierre’s delightful lisp, to Jayden 
Choquette’s Chip Tolentino lamenting about 
the “unfortunate erection” which distracted and 
ultimately disqualified him. 

Of the few criticisms I heard from fellow 
audience members, difficulty hearing some of 
the voices was most common. While I could 
hear the players just fine, I suppose some of the 
audience members in the back might have had 
trouble. 

Either way, Maggie Ecker’s powerful voice 
filled the recital hall without fail, her presence 
controlling the stage as the bee’s matronly mod- 
erator Rona Lisa Peretti. 

In what was certainly the most touching 
and vocally astounding number, Ecker and Be- 
liveau briefly assumed double roles as the par- 
ents of Kate Clark’s character, Olive Ostrovsky. 
In a chimerical day-dream sequence, she ex- 
presses her love— and her disappointment— for 
her absent parents. Clark legitimately gave me 
chills each time she cried out, “mama, mama, 
mama!” 

My only wish was that cast had performed 
the full-fledged musical, allowing me to spend 
more time with this ensemble of quirks. How- 
ever, the decision to keep things simple worked 
in the show’s favor. It lost no one’s attention and 
gave the audience a. more than substantial dose 
of entertainment. 


James Dillon III is a junior journalism major. 
Contact him at jdillon2@smcvt.edu 


Summer Arts at UVM 


Study in beautiful Vermont this summer. With UVM’s intensive training courses in 
Musical Theatre, West African Drumming, Argentine Tango, Latin Jazz, Photography 
and Sculpture, you can immerse yourself in the arts, while living a short walk from 

_ downtown Burlington’s cultural attractions! Learn from renowned faculty, including 





hese days, our world seems to 

get more and more immersed 
into the media that surrounds 

our everyday lives. The things that 
we thought could be done without 
technology are now being done with. 
Tufts University, a medium sized 
private college outside of Boston, 
recently announced that it would 
do what some people would deem 
unthinkable, allowing students to 
post one minute YouTube videos of 
themselves in addition to the forever 
used short answer questions on their 
college application. While some may 
scoff because it might not seem as in- 
tellectual as put- 
ting pen to paper, 
they have to also 
think about what 
the essay is sup- 
posed to do for a 
college applicant. 
The written 
essay is used so 
admissions  of- 
ficers can get to 
know the stu- 
dents outside of 
their school work 
and find out what 
they are like, and 
what better way 
to get the sense of who a student is 
than by watching them for a full min- 
ute on YouTube? Tufts isn’t the only 
school to do this, George Mason Uni- 
versity and St. Mary’s College have 
both added a video option to their ap- 
plication. With the video application 
option, it frees students up to be even 
more creative, by going anywhere 
from an animated film to a short mu- 
sic video. Essays push students into 
these tiny little boxes where they in- 
evitably end up telling a story about 
how their service learning trip to 
build houses in New Orleans post- 





Erik 
Osborne 


Reasons for you 


Online classes 





to Think Summer U 


Katrina changed their lives or how 
being captain of the high school foot-: 
ball team taught them responsibility. 
We have heard it all before. 

Given the video essay option, 
students who are willing to choose 
this are going to make their videos 
more interesting. No one is going 
to go through the trouble of film- 
ing themselves if it is just to read 
their essay. Instead of talking about 
something, the students can show the 
admissions officers what they are 
capable of. Old pencil pushers might 
think it does not require as much 
work to produce and shoot a one 
minute film, but it really just requires 
a different skill set and the students 
who are willing to put the time into 
making the good clips and posting 
on the famed shared video Web site 
are probably putting in just as much 
work as the ones who write the good 
essays. Students are usually asked to 
submit a writing sample, their SAT 
scores, and colleges always see tran- 
scripts from high school. 

Applicants should be able to 
make videos, write songs, put on one 
minute plays, do whatever shows the 
admissions department who they ac- 
tually are as a person, not as a stu- 
dent. Technology and the internet 
have always been a great outlet for 
self expression. While obviously the 
college application process should be 


. based on a student’s work and aca- 


demic achievements, schools can’t 
really say they are accepting an en- 
tire person, not just a student, until 
they see what the student can do cre- 
atively. That is what makes the pro- 
cess fully formed. 


Erik Osborne is a junior journalism 
major. Contact him at fosborne@sm- 
cvt.edu 
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Responsibilities 
and procedures 


he Student Association has recently modified its constitu- 

tion because the former had been described as lengthy, 

unclear, repetitive, and not being an effective governing 
document, according to the Constitutional Advisory Council. 

With the constitution not having had any significant changes 
over the past couple years, the constitution was cited to having 
several inconsistencies. One was the lack of clarity of responsi- 
bilities and procedures both within the Senate and the SA’s rela- 
tion to other entities in the campus. community. 

The Constitutional Advisory. Council chose to inform the 
campus community of these changes by mass e-mail on Feb. 23. 

The ninth amendment states that “The SA Constitution shall 
be amended by a two-thirds majority vote in the Senate and a 
simple majority vote from voting members present’ of the Stu- 
dent Association Due notice of one week in campus media is 
required prior to the Student Association vote.” 

The importance of this amendment is that the SA needs to 
give a one week notice to campus media. The Defender, being 
one of these types of media, has not been given this notice. With 
spring break approaching, The Defender will not have any issue 
between now and the tentative scheduled date of March 30 for 
the SA vote. . 

Should the SA decide to use The Defender in order to help 
spread when the vote is happening, its window of opportunity 
has passed. With our next issue not coming out until April 7, 
the SA could either decide on pushing the voting date back or to 
count the idea of mass e-mail as a form of campus media. They 
have proved the latter to be ineffective on several occasions. 

The most recent SA meeting on March 2 included an open 
forum discussion with Bill Anderson from the IT Department. 
The school has been searching for different ways to commu- 
nicate with its students ever since the discontinuation of room 
phones in each of the dorm rooms and the unsuccessful rate of 
return following mass e-mails. 

By having Bill Anderson speak about how difficult it is to 
contact students using mass e-mail makes the SA aware that this 
isn’t the most successful way to reach out to students. 

It is the SA’s job to represent the college students while it is 
also the job of The Defender to make sure that the community 
stays informed. 

We at The Defender hope to work alongside the Student As- 
sociation, as well as all of the clubs and organizations on cam- 
pus, in order to keep our campus updated on the latest endeavors. 
This is not meant to put the Student Association in a bad light; it 
is more of an opportunity to further open the lines of communi- 
cation for a smoother, tighter process that the SA can and should 
operate under in order to do its job successfully. 


See more... 


>To read the full story on the changes made to the constitution, 
see Page 1. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Knights for Life a lot more than anti-abortion 


In a recent Defender ar- 
ticle entitled “Numbers grow for 
Knights for Life,” I was cited as 
considering the Pro-Life Aware- 
ness Week put on by the Knights 
for Life in January a success. I 
have since been forced to change 
that opinion: Pro-Life Awareness 
Week must have been a failure, 
as evidenced by that article, if so 
much misunderstanding and mis- 
representation of our group still 
exists. 

Knights for oe is a pro-life 
group that believes in respect for 
all human life in all forms and 
stages (thus our motto, “Defend- 
ing life, womb to tomb”). Calling 
us an “anti-abortion club” is the 
equivalent of calling the Center 
for Women and Gender the “anti- 
rape group’” it focuses exclusively 
on one issue which makes up just 
part of our philosophy and fails 
to appropriately state who we are 
and what we stand for. We are op- 
posed to any degradation or mis- 
treatment of human life, including 
abortion, physician-assisted sui- 
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4:30pm - 5:30pm 
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cide, infanticide, genocide, etc. 

Pro-Life Awareness Week 
ran from Jan. 16-22. In addition 
to the events listed in the article, 
it included sending eight Knights 
for Life members to represent St. 
Michael’s College at the Mont- 
pelier Rally for Life and five 
members to the March for Life in 
Washington, DC, as well as a Ro- 
sary for the unborn. 

In the article, a representa- 
tive for the Center for Women and 
Gender is cited as calling Knights 
for Life “outdated” One must 
wonder how a group dedicated to 
defending human life could ever 
become “outdated.” At what point 
in’ time did human life lose its 
value so much that it is no longer 
worth defending? 

The same representative is 
later quoted as saying “People 
here could mix their faith with 
reason.” I am glad to inform her 
and the entire campus that this 
is exactly what Knights for Life 
does. Our faith tells us that human 
life has value (Genesis 1:27) and 
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that all human beings are equal 
(Galatians 3:28). One can reason, 
then, that if we are all valuable 
and equal, that no human has the 
right to take the life of any other. 

During Pro-Life Awareness 
Week, our materials were van- 
dalized, torn down, and stolen. 
Someone attached an extremely 
offensive and disgusting cartoon 
to my bedroom door while I was 
out. I had hoped that. people dis- 
agreeing with our views could 
do so maturely and respectfully; 
apparently I hoped for too much. 
But despite this opposition and 
harassment, the Knights for Life 
are here to stay, defending life 
from womb to tomb. 


Luke Hollwedel 
Co-founder of Knights for Life 


LIFE IS CALLING. HOW FAR WILL YOU GO? 
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Smugglers draws big ice-climber following 


Alpinist magazine moves operations from Wyoming to hills of Jeffersonville 


By Alyssa Malone 
Staff Writer 


For many St. Michael’s students, ski- 
ing and snowboarding are the quintessen- 
tial outdoor activities. But for Vermonters, 
a rich culture of ice climbing is prevalent 
and some of the best destinations in the 
Northeast are a short ride away at Smug- 
glers Notch. 

The frozen waterfalls of Smugglers 
Notch catch the attention of world-class 
ice climbers and are only a mile away from 
the famed ski resort. 

“An hour drive can put you into a 
winter wonderland,” said Keese Lane, as- 
sistant editor of Alpinist magazine. 

Alpinist, distributed by Height of 
Land Publications, is an internationally 
circulated quarterly that focuses on the 
crux of climbing life. 

For financial reasons, the’ magazine 
has changed publishers and moved from 
Jackson, Wyo., to Jeffersonville. 

The change in the magazine’s location 
is expected to raise interest from their New 
England readers. Smugglers Notch pro- 
vides opportunities for different climbing 
experiences and is easily reachable. 

“There is a lifetime’s worth of climb- 
ing,” Lane said. 

The allure of ice climbing is just as 
crystal clear for Bert Severin, director of 
Sunrise Adventure Sports. 

The Vermont-based ice and rock- 
climbing school Sunrise Adventure Sports 
attracts a clientele looking to tackle dif- 
ficult routes on their trips. to Smugglers 
Notch. However, Severin insists that any- 
one with upper-body strength can handle a 
Smugglers Notch climb. 

“People are always searching for ad- 
venture,” he said. “You really feel like you 
are out there.” 

The St. Michael’s College Wilderness 
Program offers five to six ice-climbing 
trips to Smugglers Notch a year. These 
trips range in skill level from first-timers to 
very experienced climbers, but usually fill 
up quickly, said Eben Widlund, assistant 
director of the Wilderness Program. 

Though Smugglers Notch offers a 
high-class ice climbing range, a climber 
can get by without experience. Sophomore 
Susan Molzon recently participated in an 
ice-climbing trip for the first time. Two in- 
structors led the four-person group up the 
icy heights of the waterfalls. 

According to Widlund, what makes 
Smugglers Notch unique is the unusual 
weather it receives. Its cold temperature 
and good snowfall enhance the alpine-like 
environment, he said. 

Alden Pellett, a local climber and pho- 
tographer, has climbed all over the coun- 
try but finds the atmosphere of Smugglers 
Notch unlike other sites. 

“Tt is the combination of the weather 
and remoteness that changes the route ev- 
ery time,” Pellett said. “You can climb 
the same route three times but it is always 
different.” 

Four years ago, Pellett organized the 
first Ice Bash at Smugglers Notch. This 
year, Bert Severin coordinated the Ice 
Bash that took place Jan. 29-31 and had a 
turnout of more than 80 people. 

“I want to get people psyched,” Pel- 
lett said. 

It’s easy to see how ice climbing at- 
tracts such a passionate following. 

“It’s very satisfying to whack an ax 
into the ice,” Severin said. “There isn’t 
anything quite like it.” 





Photo courtesy of Drennan Hicks 


Junior wilderness instructor Drennan Hicks climbs the origin of Intelligence Bypass at Elephant’s Head in Smugglers Notch. 





Photo Courtesy of Drennan Hicks 
Smugglers Notch boasts some of the best ice for ice climbing. Pictured: The south wall area 
Blue Room climb is part of the great ice climbing at Smugglers Notch. 





Spring athletic 
schedule 


> March 10: NCAA skiing Cham- 
pionship - Giant Slalom, 9 a.m 
> March 10: Men’s Lacrosse 
Plattsburgh State vs. 

St. Michael’s 

3:30 p.m. 

> March 14 :Women’s Tennis 
Wayne State (Mich:) vs. 

St. Michael’s 

11 a.m. @ Orlando, Fla. 

> March 14: Softball 
Limestone vs. 

St. Michael’s 

1:30 p.m. @ NTC Spring Games - 
Clermont, Fla. 

b> March 14: Baseball 
Caldwell vs. 

St. Michael’s 

4 p.m. @ Palm Beach, Fla. 

at Palm Beach Challenge 

> March 15: Women’s Lacrosse 
Franklin Pierce vs. 

St. Michael’s 

4p.m. @ Winter Park, Fla. 
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Women’s hockey wraps up season 


Seniors reminisce about favorite moments throughout the season 


By Deanna Lavender 
Staff Writer 


The St. Michael’s women’s hockey 
team wrapped up its season Feb. 28 at 
the Eastern College Athletic Conference 
Women’s Open tournament with a 3-3 tie 
against Sacred Heart. This game was the 


last for six graduating seniors. For these 
. seniors, this game was a realization of the 


end of their St. Michael’s hockey careers. 
During the tournament, the team 
played against Holy Cross, a typically top- 
ranked team. Saturday, the Knights fought 
against the Crusaders for the fourth time 
this season. The game got off to a rough 


start with the Knights down in the first pe-. 


riod, and five goals scored early by Holy 
Cross. The women managed to score over- 
all with 2 goals in the second and third pe- 
riods, but never recovered. 

After the tough match, the women 
went on to play Sacred Heart on Sunday. 
Senior Captain Alexis Regan said the 
women were confident. 

_ “We usually play better the second 
game of the weekend as it is,” she said. 
“Tt’s.a consistency thing.” 

Throughout the second game they 
stuck with the Division I Pioneers end- 
ing the weekend with an overtime-double 


shootout. Five women from each team , 


were chosen to shoot one-on-one, with Sa- 
cred Heart winning 3-2 in seven rounds. 
The game is officially listed as a tie 3-3. 

“Although it did not show in the win- 
loss column, I was very proud of the wom- 
én and how they battled in each game until 
that buzzer sounded to mark that it was all 
over in that last game,” coach Chris Dono- 
van wrote in an e-mail. 

- Though finishing the season with a 
3-20-2 record, many of the women said 
this was on of the best seasons. 

“Our record, if you look at that. alone, 
doesn’t really reflect how well we actually 
played,” said senior co-captain Meghan 
Sweezey. 

One of the reasons attributed to the 
record was losing many of the games in 


overtime. The women on the team did not 


blame it on younger players or injuries. 
“We definitely had our ups and downs,” 
junior Emily Ham said. 

_ Senior Desiree Biron also attributed 
time to the low record. 

“I think we played a really difficult 
schedule,” she said. “An away game for us 
isn’t a short trip, it’s five or six hours.” 

“.. The team started the season with con- 
fidence, and managed to keep the group to- 
gether through thick and thin. “We started 


Graduating seniors 


> Co-captain Meghan Sweezey 
> Co-captain Alexis Regan 

» Molly DiMasi 

> Crystal Sano | 

> Desiree Biron 

» Sarah Landis 


the bat we have really good team chem- 
istry,” Sweezey said. “There’s little to no 
drama, which in women’s sports is kind of 


‘unheard of.” 


With the chemistry and: heightened 


' morale came other improvements too. Be- 


fore, the team was always looked at as a 
small, Division II team. 

“Usually it’s like we’re going to walk 
all over St. Mike’s and it’s going to be a 
joke sort of thing,” Sweezey said. “This 
year we did much, much better and J think 
people gained the respect for us that they 
didn’t have before.” 

Ham also said one of the main reasons 
for the great team this year was the seniors. 
Playing together since sophomore year, all 
six seniors got along great and passed it on 
to the younger women, making them feel 
welcomed and comfortable. 


Donovan agreed. “The camaraderie 
and work ethic we had on the team this 
year was a result of the character of the se- 
niors.” 

As the seniors prepare to graduate, they 
remember their favorite moments on the St. 
Michaels’s team. “Winning the Christmas 
tournament this year,” said Biron. “We had 
never won it before in program history, so 
winning that was pretty awesome.” 

Regan, agreed. “I wasn’t playing this 
year because I was injured, which was a 
bummer, but it was great to see anyway.” 

Over the past four years, the seniors 
have seen the growth of the team as well as 
themselves. None of the women said they 
had any regrets after their final game; they 
felt they had wonderful hockey careers and 
learned life lessons with their teammates 
and “sisters.” 

In the midst of graduating, some of the 
women wonder what they will be doing in 
the future. Biron cited going to grad school 
as one of her plans for next year where she 
will study education. All said they would 
love to coach hockey in the future or some- 
how be connected to the sport. 

“T think Sarah Landis and I joke all the 
time that we’re going to join the X-Games, 
Meghan Sweezey. too,” said Biron. “That’s 
our plan for next year.” 


" off pretty optimistic, we noticed right off 





Battle of the Season Passes: te vs. Stowe 


By Bethany Prendergast 
Staff Writer 


During the late months of fall 
and shortly before the snow guns 
are hitched and the hills become 
white, the Ski and Snowboard 
Club presents an offer many stu- 
dents are finding hard to refuse: A 
discounted Stowe season pass for 
$375. Many students still embrace 
Smugglers’ $30 pass, but Stowe’s 
high speed lifts and popular ter- 
rain parks are attracting more and 
more St. Michael’s students every 
year. 

Since 2004, the Wilderness 
Program at St. Michael’s has 
provided students with an excep- 
tional deal, an unlimited season’s 
pass to Smugglers’ Notch for 
$30—less than half the price of a 
full day ticket to the mountain. 

“As far as I know it is an op- 
portunity unique from any college 
in North America,” said Eben 
Widlund, assistant director of the 
Wilderness Program. 

Unlike previous years, stu- 
dents no longer need to rush to 
buy the pass, Widlund explained. 
In the past, the price of the pass 
has increased further in the sea- 
son to $50. However, this year the 
pass will probably stay at $30 all 
season long. 

Yet another benefit is the 
free transportation to Smugglers’. 
About 500 students have taken ad- 
vantage of the bus that runs to the 
mountain every weekend; a good 
percentage of the total number 
who activated their Smugglers’ 
Notch passes, Widlund said. 

“We got between 1,250 and 


1,300 students who activated, 
which is right on par with where 
we usually are,” Widlund said. 
“Especially given that we: are 
slightly down in enrollment this 
year.” 
With such a large number 
of skiers and riders from St. Mi- 


chael’s, there are bound to be - 


some minor issues. Recently, an 
e-mail was sent out reiterating the 
conduct expected at Smugglers’ 
after a small number of students 
behaved irresponsibly. Though 
he didn’t specify exactly what the 
incident entailed, Widlund doubts 
that it will have severe conse- 
quences. 

“TI would say the chance of 
that affecting the pass getting shut 
down in the future is very slim,” 
he said. 

Considering so many stu- 
dents appreciate this deal, termi- 
nating it could take away from St. 
Michael’s appeal to the outdoors. 

“After I had decided to come 
to St. Mike’s, the pass was just 
an added bonus,” said junior Ben 
Taylor. “It was the icing on the 
cake.” 

“And thanks to the snow 
heavens opening up, there has 
been little ice on the mountain, as 
Smugglers’ has received nearly 
300 inches of snow so far this 
season. 

“T definitely love shredding 
the sick gnar pow pow for $30 a 
year,” Taylor said. 

At Stowe, there is just as 
much “pow” and a lot more ter- 
rain, boasting 116 trails in com- 
parison to Smugglers’ 78. But 
the mountain’s size isn’t the only 











A seasonal discounted Stowe pass 
cost $375 


thing convincing St. Michael’s 
students to spring for a $375 
pass. 

Sophomore Trevor Craw- 
ford explained that there are bet- 
ter parks, more jumps, and more 
rails than at Smugglers’ Notch. 
Plus, many students take part in 
“Battle for Burlington” which St. 
Michael’s won this year. 

With more students taking 
all of these benefits into consid- 
eration, the number of Stowe 
passes sold through the Ski and 
Snowboard Club is growing ev- 
ery year. 

“J remember my freshman 
year there were maybe 10 of us, 
10 St. Mike’s kids that had it,” 
said senior and Ski and Snow- 
board Club Co-president Nick 
Bush. “Now it’s just a lot more 
popular.” 

About eight times more pop- 





Bis jugglers’ Notch 





Oo. 
2 
eos 
x 
< 
O 
a 
= 
sa 
A. 


AVS 
G OLEEGE, 


A Smuggs pass can be purchased 
for $30 by any St. Michael’s 
student 


ular to be exact. Bush shared that 
of the Ski and Snowboard Club’s 
300 members, 76 bought the 
Stowe Pass this year. 

Students who do choose to 
purchase the discounted pass, 
however, have little time to pro- 
crastinate. The discount is only 
available until the end of October, 
Crawford explained. The price 
continues to climb after that, 
eventually returning to its origi- 
nal $1,815. 

For those who contemplate 
on which mountain to ski or ride, 
there is a settling option. 

“There’s a backcountry way 
to switch from Stowe to Smuggs, 
so that makes it convenient if you 
want to have both,” Crawford 
said. “It’s good to have options; 
for $30 I’m not going to not get 
the Smuggs pass.” 


One obvious way Stowe has 
long been considered superior to 
Smugglers’ is its chairlifts. Smug- 
glers’ Notch offers just three very 
slow doubles, the longest taking 
about fifteen minutes to reach the 
top. 

Stowe, on the other hand, has 
high tech quads and gondolas, a 
major benefit for those who invest 
in the pass. But recently, Stowe’s 
chairlifts have been malfunction- 
ing. 

“It was really windy last 
week and the quad derailed it- 
self.” Crawford explained. 

However, Crawford is opti- 
mistic that it will get better, and 
this minor issue hasn’t stopped 
him from going snowboarding 
every weekend at Stowe. 

Though the Stowe discount 
is applied through the Ski and 
Snowboard Club, the club does 
not see a profit, instead receiv- 
ing its funds from the Student 
Association to spend on events 
like Jib Fest. The pass isn’t re- 
stricted to club members. Craw- 
ford explained that anyone at St. 
Michael’s can purchase the pass 
for $375, and any college student, 
wherever they are, can buy it for 
$400. 

Despite his enthusiasm for 
Stowe, Bush still has room in his 
heart for Smugglers’. 

“Smuggs is a great place, 
Pll go there once in a while,” 
Bush said. “But the Stowe pass 


. definitely adds a lot of variety if 


you’re into skiing or snowboard- 
ing ” 
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Purple Knights fall in semifinal game 





By Scott Richter 
Staff Writer 


The St. Michael’s men’s hockey season came to an end 
on Wed. March 3 with a 5-1 loss in the semi-finals round 
against Assumption. : 

The team posted a 7-17-3 overall record and a 3-1-1 
record in the Northeast-10. 

“I’d say we were underachievers and I thought our 
record would have been quite different,” coach Chris Da- 
vidson said. 

The team did manage to post a 3-1 record in NE-10 
conference play and beat Southern New Hampshire on 
Feb. 27 to get into the semi-finals against Assumption. 
Coach Davidson said the team had an overall good start 
to the season but the team lost some games they shouldn’t 
have. 

A high point of the season came against Castleton 


State, when the team rallied to come back from a 3-1 defi- 


cit to pick up a 4-3 victory on senior day. 


“I was real happy to get a win for the seniors,” ju-— 


nior Matt Rigtrup said. “The game really showed what our 
team was made of.” Rigtrup won his second consecutive 
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NE-10 Defensive Player of the Year award this season and 
was also named to the All-Conference first team for his 
outstanding play this season. 

“We were a much better team than our record showed,” 
Coach Davidson said. . 

Prior to Wednesday’s game against Assumption, 
sophomore Brady Earle believed that the team needed to 
change it’s game in order to win. 

“We need to fix our mistakes from the beginning of 


- the year,” he said. “We need to come out strong and finish 


strong.” 

The team also needed to stay out of the penalty box 
and ignore the crowd, Earle said. 

“We need to play our game,” Davidson said before 
Wednesday’s game. “We need to play hard for the entire 
game and don’t take any shifts off.” 

St. Michael’s took an early penalty which annerin 
capitalized on. From there, they just could not gain any 
momentum, Earle said. 

This season was the final season for eight players on 
the roster. The seniors leaving the team will be missed, 
Earle said. 

“Every one of them was a leader,” Earle said. “Every 
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(Left) St. Michael’s hockey goalie Brendan Rimmer looks on dur- 
ing an NE-10 quarterfinal game against Southern New Hampshire 
University on Feb. 27. (Above) St. Michael’s hockey players shake 
hands with SNHU players after the game Feb. 27. St. Michael’s 
won the game, 7-5, although it lost its most recent game against 
Assumption, 5-1, on March 3. 


underclassman looked up to them; it’s unfortunate they 
couldn’t go out on top.” 

All three goalies will return for next season, as well 
as sixteen skaters, when the Knights hope. to again be an 
NE-10 championship contender. 
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Softball team trains to start season strong 


Close senior class and new talent strive to overcome low pre-season prediction 


By Tom Ward 
Staff Writer 


The St. Michael’s College’ softball 
team hopes to silence the skeptics this sea- 
son with a combination of senior experi- 
ence and underclassmen talent. 

The team was selected to finish tied 
for 15th place in the Northeast-10 Confer- 
ence preseason poll, however they have 
high hopes that their underdog status will 
fuel them to be more victorious than some 
outsiders may anticipate. 

Head Coach Robyn Newton is confi- 
dent that with hard work and determination 
the team can push for a bid in the confer- 
ence tournament, which features the top 
eight teams in the conference. She consid- 
ers this to be one of the more well-rounded 
teams that she has coached. 





Photo by Susan Bours 
First-year Brittany Cantore pitches to senior captain Katelyn Billings during softball prac- 
tice Thursday, March 4. 


. “The college season .is tougher be- 
cause we start a lot earlier in the year,” 


so supportive.” 

The level of play will be much tougher _ 
in the NE-10 conference than it was in high 
school, she said. Senior captain Lindsay 
Bernard is hopeful that the first-years will 
provide the spark the team needs. 

“The freshman class is the best it’s 
been in a while,” Bernard said, “a couple of 
them will be starters, and they are all very — 
hard workers.” 

The team is set to take a five-day trip 
to Orlando, Fla., during spring break that 





portant, however, is the adjustment from 


Frank said, “but the transition has been 
made easier because the upperclassmen are 


will help in figuring out strategic modifi- — 
cations prior to conference play. More im-— 


“I feel this team is very solid through- 
out,” she said, “In years past I have had 
strong offenses and weaker defenses or 
vice versa.” 

Preseason has been particularly im- 
portant to the team this year, and Newton 
has stressed the importance of strerigth and 
conditioning to the team’s success. Prac- 
tice has been five days a week from Janu- 
ary to spring break, and has consisted of 
lifting, conditioning, fundamental work, 
situational drills and even team scrimmag- 
es, she said. Senior captain Kelly Egan is 
aware of Newton’s extra push. 

“This year coach has had us working 
a lot harder because she expects a lot more 
from us,” she said, “We have been doing 


more live hitting and batting practice.” 

Newton sings the praises of her four 
seniors, Lindsay Bernard, Kelly Egan, 
Katelyn Billings and Heather French. 

“They have been the rock of this team 
for not just this year, but prévious seasons 
as well. Their maturity, knowledge and 
drive are what make them stand out as out- 
standing players, teammates and leaders.” 

These senior captains are inspired 
to prove the selection committee’s pick 
wrong. 

“Evidently, there are some great teams 
who have been picked to finish in the top 
five, such as New Haven,” Egan said, “but 
often it’s motivating to be the underdog and 
we are ready to break free from the bottom 
of the league.” 


They have swept Franklin Pierce Uni- 
versity the past three years, and the team 
is surprised that they were picked to be tied 
with them. “We are going to prove. again 
that we are a better team,” Egan said. 

The team looks to rely on the senior 
class to provide the leadership that is cru- 
cial to its success on the field. 

“Our senior class has been through a 
lot,’ Egan said, “We arrived at St. Mike’s 
onto a winning team with a good senior 
class; we learned from their leadership 
skills and try to instill it in the younger 
players on our team.” 

One player who can vouch for that is 
Stephanie Frank, a first-year who arrived 
at St. Michael’s College with the accolades 
of Vermont Gatorade Player of the Year. 


indoor practice to. outdoor play. 
“We have been practicing inside ‘all 
winter,” Egan said. “We need to get a feel 


-.for the outdoors again, especially with the 


outfielders getting pop flies.” ; 
Newton cites the acclimation to the 


4, 


outdoors as the team’s only true challenge, ~ 


which should be ironed out in a matter of 
a few games when they play in Orlando. 
Defensively, they have been working very 
hard, she said, especially the pitchers, who 
have improved greatly and will be ready to 
lead the team. Egan is keen to emphasize 
their improvement. 

“It’s time to buckle down and focus on 
defense,” Egan said. 


